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I am a Unique Child:
I am Two – What I can do

Frequently Asked Questions
Parent

What is ‘I am a Unique Child: I am Two – What I can do’?

The Early Years Foundation Stage two year old check (Progress
Check) is undertaken by childcare providers to celebrate the
achievements of your child at the age of two. The Government
calls it ‘Progress Check at age two’ It gives you the opportunity to
have a discussion with your provider and find ways together to
enable your child to reach their full potential. You will have a
meeting with your child’s Key Person and from that meeting a
progress check will be developed for you to keep. This should be
shared with your Health Visitor when they complete the health
check at age two.

Does this replace the health visitor’s check at age two?

The Progress Check, although carried out separately from the
Health Visitor’s check at age two, runs alongside and compliments
the information gathered by the Health Visitor. Ideally the
Progress Check should take place before your child has their
health check, it is hoped that you will be able to share it with your
Health Visitor. If the Progress Check happens after your child’s
Heath Visitor’s check your child care provider may ask to see it so
that it can be included in this check.
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When should the Progress Check happen?

The Progress Check should happen after your child has turned two
years old. Your child should have been with the provider or have
been in a new room within a provider for at least 6-8 weeks before
the Progress Check begins. This gives time for your child to settle
into their new surroundings.

How am I involved?

The provider should involve you at every stage of the Progress
Check. It is recognised that you know your child best no matter
how long they attend a provider, your input into the Progress
Check is essential. You will be invited to come to a meeting where
you will be able to discuss your child’s achievements and ask any
questions you may have about their development. After the
meeting the provider will complete the Progress Check summary
detailing your child’s development in the three prime areas of
learning as defined by the Early Years Foundation Stage. The
Progress Check will also include a plan on how you and the
provider may be able to support your child in their next steps of
development and learning. The Health Visitor may ask you to
share this summary at your child’s health check at age two.

What are the characteristics of effective learning?

There are three characteristics of effective learning defined in the
Early Years Foundation Stage. They are:

Playing and Exploring – Finding out and exploring objects, events
and people, playing with what they know and showing a willingness
to have a go at new experiences.

Active Learning – Being involved and concentrating on activities,
showing a willingness to keep trying and enjoying achieving what
they set out to do.

Learning Record – A learning record is evidence, collected by the
provider, that will be used to inform assessments made throughout
the Early Years Foundation Stage and support your child’s Key
Person to plan the next steps in your child’s learning and
development. Evidence can be in the form of observations,
photographs or summary assessments. Parents and children
should have access to these records.

Other Professionals – Any professional that is involved with the
care of a child. These may include professionals from another
provider where the child attends and/or Speech and Language
Therapists, Paediatricians and Educational Psychologists.

Parents – Includes any individual who:
a) has parental responsibility for a child

or
b) has care of a child

Practitioner – Any adult who works with children in a setting.

Provider – The name given to any full day care nursery, pre-school
or childminder registered to deliver the Early Years Foundation
Stage.

SENCO – Special Educational Needs Coordinator
A SENCO is a nominated person within an early years setting who
is specially trained to identify and address special educational
needs of the children in their care. Every childcare setting has a
SENCO who will work with staff, children and parents to develop
appropriate strategies to support a child’s learning.

Setting – A setting is any full day care nursery, pre-school or
childminder registered to deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage.
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Will I still need to share it with my Health Visitor?

Your Health Visitor will be interested in the Progress Check, you
should share it with them so that they are aware of your child’s
achievements.

Glossary

Assessment – Involves analysing and reviewing what is known
about each child’s learning and development to reach a decision
about the child’s level of attainment.

Attainment - What a child knows, understands and can do.

Characteristics of Effective Learning - The three characteristics
of effective learning are playing and exploring, active learning and
creating and thinking critically. The characteristics describe the
different ways children learn rather than what they learn.

EYFS – Early Years Foundation Stage - The Early Years
Foundation Stage is how the Government and early years
professionals describe the time in a child’s life between birth and
age five. All providers registered to deliver the EYFS must follow a
legal document called the Early Years Foundation Stage
Framework.

Health Visitor – Health Visitors support families through a child’s
first five years. They have ongoing contact with families, providing
support and advice on family health and child development
matters. Health Visitors carry out the Healthy Child Development
Review at age two.

Key Person – This is the main person in the setting who helps your
child to become settled, happy and safe. They are responsible for
your child’s care, development and learning. They take note of your
child’s progress which they share with you and give ideas as to
how you can help your child at home.

Creating and Thinking Critically – Having their own ideas, making
links and noticing patterns in their experiences and choosing their
own ways to do things.

These characteristics describe the different ways children learn
rather than what they learn and underpin all other areas of
learning.

What are the three Prime Areas of learning?

The three Prime Areas are also defined in the Early Years
Foundation Stage. They are:

Communication and Language - This is how your child listens,
understands and communicates.

Physical Development - This is how your child moves and handles
equipment as well as how aware they are of their body.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development - This is about your
child’s confidence and self awareness, understanding of feelings
and their ability to make relationships with others.

I have heard about other areas of learning what about those?

The Prime Areas of learning are the foundations on which the
Specific Areas of learning are built. The Specific Areas build on the
development that your child has made in the prime areas and as
your child gets older they may show development in these areas.
The four Specific Areas are:

Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the world
Expressive arts and design

If you have any questions regarding the Prime and Specific Areas
then your provider will be able to answer them for you.
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What happens if I do not agree with the outcome of the
Progress Check?

It is hoped that as you have been involved in the progress check
you will agree with the outcome of it. However we know there are
times when this may not be the case. If you do disagree with the
outcome please speak to your provider explaining why you
disagree.

What is the home learning environment?

The home learning environment is your home. It is where your
child spends most of their time. One of the aims of the Progress
Check is to give you an opportunity to talk with your provider
about what you do at home and what support the provider could
give you to support your child’s learning. It also enables the
provider to build on what you do at home.

What do I do with the Progress Check?

There will be three copies of the Progress Check. The first one is
for you to keep for your own records. The second one is for you to
share with your Health Visitor at your child’s health check at age
two. The final copy will be added to your child’s learning records
which are kept by the provider and to which you should have
access.

What happens if my child attends more than one provider?

If your child attends more than one provider the Progress Check
will normally be carried out by the setting at which the child
spends most of their time. If, however, you wish for a particular
provider to carry out the Progress Check you will need to let both
providers know.

Where do I go if I want more information?

The first person you should speak to if you have any further
questions is your provider. Wokingham Borough Council has also
produced a leaflet that explains the Progress Check for providers.
If you have further questions you may find the answer in the
‘Parents Guide to the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework’
which is available to download from the Foundation Years website
www.foundationyears.org.uk.

Who will be at the meeting?

The meeting will be with your Key Person. There would not
normally be anyone else at the meeting unless you request it.

Can I bring someone with me?

You are welcome to bring anyone you like to the meeting although
it is suggested that you talk to your provider about it before the
meeting.

Do I need to bring anything to the meeting?

You do not need to bring anything with you to the meeting.
However it will help if you have thought about what your child
does at home and if there is anything that you would like to be
included. Your provider may have suggestions that you may want
to think about please ask them.

What if my child has already had their 2 year old check with
the Health Visitor?

If your child has already had their Health Visitor’s check a
Progress Check is still required to be completed. It would be
helpful for Health Visitor’s check to be shared with your child’s Key
Person.

4 5

WEB FILE


