
 

January 6th 2012 

Languages into Work Day  
ISSP G&T event at Wellington College  

In conjunction with The Holt School 

 

Gifted and Talented Languages  
Students from the independent 
State School Partnership attended 
to find out about the careers    
advantage of studying a modern 
foreign language. 
 
The students met successful  
individuals from a number of blue 
chip companies - Oracle, Canon,  
Symantic, a successful broadcaster 
and GCHQ who were able to  
provide insights into the relevance 
of languages in business. 
 
 

Students attended from all the Wokingham Secondary Federation schools 

Thank you to Sue Parker, ISSP Project Coordinator, the Holt staff and business representatives who gave up their time to make 
the day such a success! 



The event was launched in the theatre with a welcome from Cressida Henderson from Wellington College. 

This was followed by a presentation from Tim Griffiths from the Holt School, who placed the importance 

of learning languages into the context of our global economy. 

The students were divided into five groups of twenty five which contain a   

mixture of representatives from all the Partnership schools. Each group  

progressed to each of the five workshops which were designed to illustrate      

different aspects of the workplace. 

A knowledge of world              

languages is crucial to this 

aspect of the UK’s           

intelligence services 

GCHQ has created an intensive programme for good linguists to teach  

them Arabic in fifteen months - allowing staff to appreciate, not just 

school book Arabic, but all the nuances of dialect and slang! 

GCHQ provides intelligence, 

protects information and informs 

relevant UK policy to keep our 

society safe and successful in the 

Internet age. 

Good linguists are essential to 

the work of this organization - 

translating and interpreting    

information from all over the 

world. 

Here are the students practising their pronunciation of 

Arabic with the help of their very patient teacher. 

They learnt how to introduce themselves in Arabic in 

less than 40 minutes. A good start to a career in the  

UK’s intelligence agency! 



Chris Dennis  Sports broadcaster with 11 years experience as presenter, reporter, commentator 

and documentary-maker specialising in athletics, tennis and football. Longstanding relationships 

with BBC Radio 5 Live, World Service, Radio 4 Today Programme, Eurosport International, TWI 

and Tennis Radio Network. Regular contributor, in French, on French radio and television. Also 

speaks Spanish, German and Mandarin Chinese. Regular outside broadcasts include Wimbledon 

and Queens Tennis; London and New York Marathons; London Grand Prix athletics, Premier 

League and Championship football. He will be part of Olympic Broadcasting Services team at 

London 2012. 

Chris explained the importance of being able to communicate directly 

with people in order to be able to report the news. He provided        

students with information to enable them to work in groups and create 

and record their own 30 second  broadcast. 

Canon is a Japanese multinational corporation that specialises in 

the manufacture of imaging and optical products, including      

cameras, camcorders, photocopiers, steppers and computer    

printers. Its headquarters are located in Tokyo. 

The students were asked to compare the brochures 

Canon produces for Germany, France and Spain to 

identify the importance of understanding, not only the 

language but also the culture of each country. A  

brochure for the Spanish market has to be written in 

the informal form - a direct translation would not be 

well received. Local knowledge is essential! 

 

They were also asked to consider the importance to 

China in the globalised market and given the           

opportunity to create their own Chinese symbols. 

中国/中华 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multinational_corporation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camera
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camcorder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photocopying
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stepper
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_printer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_printer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C5%8Cta,_Tokyo


The Oracle Corporation  is an American multinational computer technology     

corporation that specializes in developing and marketing hardware systems and   

enterprise software products – particularly database management systems.         

Headquartered in California, United States and employing approximately 108,000 

people worldwide it has over 380,000 customers across a wide variety of industries 

in more than 145 countries around the globe. Oracle needs to understand the needs 

of its customers and this can only be done through direct communication.  

Symantec Corporation is the largest maker of security software for computers, best known for its 

Norton brand. It sell sells dozens of products in many languages.  

All the international companies explained that increasing globalization has created a need for people in the 

workforce who can communicate in multiple languages. Businesses cannot  explain the benefits of their 

products and services to people from wildly differing counties and cultures, unless they speak their         

language. Anyone who has additional language skills has a significant advantage over those who don’t. 

The whole day was a great success! 

 

It brought together 120 young people, judged by their teachers to have ability in learning modern foreign      

languages and it allowed them to speak directly to people who use language skills to great  advantage in their 

work. It allowed them to understand the importance of communication in business and to enjoy the             

opportunity of networking with young people similar to themselves. Although the five workshops examined 

language skills in the workplace from different perspectives, they provided a wonderfully clear vision of their 

importance. It is very much to be hoped that this opportunity can be made available again next year. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multinational_corporation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enterprise_software
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Database_management_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Security_software
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Globalization

