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High Energy, Active Starters: 
Bulmershe School hosted the T&L network 

‘It motivates students to 
arrive early for your  
lesson when they know 
the lesson starts with 
something  engaging!’ 
 
Amjad Ali - Bulmershe School 

 You can differentiate the labels by placing a coloured dot on the corner for EAL/SEN students,     

 asking them to look for someone with the same coloured dot.  

 You can underline the first section or asterisk the last section, to help students locate their partners.  

 This is an easy way to change the seating arrangements in your classroom! 

DEM  OCR  ACY * 

CAPIT  ALISM 

SOCIA * LISM * 

Coloured paper on desk to 

correspond to colour of  

label , to change  seating  

arrangements  Increase vocabulary and  

understanding of concepts by giving students a  

sticker with part of a word on it, as they enter the room. They wear their 

sticker and look for their partners who will form the complete word. Once      

together, they sit as a group and work out a definition of their word, linking it 

to the work in their previous lesson. 

 

Vocabulary builder 

What you can do with a book of raffle tickets! 
If you give out raffle tickets as students arrive, you can organise students 

into groups and check everyone answers a question 

 odd numbers go to the left of the room 

 if you have a number that can be divided by 5, move to the back  
 all numbers under 30 move… 

 Pick a number from the stubs to answer a question 

 Sort student into teams etc. 

TOP TEACHING TIPS 

CPD NEWSLETTER FOR WOKINGHAM TEACHERS  

I have come to a frightening conclusion. 

I am the decisive element in the classroom. 

It is my personal approach that creates the climate. 

It is my daily mood that makes the weather. 

As a teacher I possess tremendous power to make a child's 

life miserable or joyous. 

I can be a tool of torture or an instrument of inspiration. 

I can humiliate or humour, hurt or heal. 

In all situations, it is my response that decides whether a crisis 

will be escalated or de-escalated, and a child humanized or dehumanized. 

Dr Haim Ginott 

Nicola Allan, 

WBC Lead for 

SEN, shared this 

poem at the NQT  

Induction Event  

at Bulmershe 

School. 



 

A High Energy Starter with Balloons! 

1. Prepare : write individual letters or clues on balloons and put them into an envelope for groups of 

3/4 students 

2. Give out the envelopes as students arrive and play exciting music… i.e. ‘Mission Impossible’ 

3. Students have to compete to blow up the balloons and decipher the message  

Arranging them in the correct sequence can be 

 perplexing! 

 

4. Once the problem has been solved, students 

share their solution with the group! If a balloon 

pops then the students need to fill in the gap. 

 

5. Once finished with, put the balloons in a  plastic 

bin bag and move them out of sight. 

You could photograph the students as 

they are blowing them up!  

 

It is possible to purchase a wireless 

photo-card which allows any             

photographs taken in the school to    

appear up on the Smartboard. 

 

Variations: 

 You can buy letter shaped balloons 

 Have letters cut out of paper that need 

to be organised and hung on a     

washing line! 

 Quiz Quiz Trade (QQT)  
Cards each have 2 questions on them and the answers. Student finds a partner and asks the questions. If the 

partner doesn't know the answer then clues should be given. The student then answers their partner's    

questions. Student then finds another partner and asks the questions. They then swap cards and go and ask 

another pair. 

 

Q; How could you find 25% of 

an amount?  

A: Find ¼ of the amount, or find 

½ of the amount and ½ again  

Q: What is 25% of £120  

A: £30  

Q: What do parallel lines look 

like?  

A: Lines that are always the 

same distance apart  

Q: How many pairs of parallel 

lines in a rectangle?  

A: 2  

Q: What is a factor?  

A:A whole number that divides 

into another number to give a 

whole number answer.  

Q: What are the factors of 18?  

A: 1, 18,3,6,2,9 



Speed Dating! 
Identify who in the class knows most about a subject, (results of a quiz or self assessment). Organise the    

students to form  a U shaped continuum - i.e. experts facing those who know least. (this can also be used for  

people who hold alternative views in a discussion.) The students question each other and share their  

knowledge, using their fingers to indicate their level of knowledge. ( Expert and Apprentice.) 

Strongly for 
or  a subject 
expert 
 

Strongly against 
or lacking in 
subject  
knowledge 

Undecided   

or has some knowledge 

the U-shaped continuum  

After a few minutes of discussion, everyone 

puts their hands together to form an arch and 

the person at the top on the right hand side 

moves to the bottom, (as in country dancing), 

and everyone moves up to a new partner.  

 

 

What have I learnt? How have I learnt it? 

Why I learnt it? Hold fingers up on the level 

of understanding – tell people how much 

more you’ve learnt 

Marks out of 5 – show number of fingers.  

5 =  I really understand this subject 

1 =  I don’t understand  

 

At the beginning of the lesson ask students 

‘ How much do you know?’ 

Ask again after a burst of speed dating. 

 



Using the Whiteboard – introduced by Kelly Lewis, Bulmershe 

If you are busy at the 

start of the lesson, 

(giving out books etc), 

why not video yourself  

explaining the task and 

play it on the  

whiteboard? 

What has been hidden? 
 

A picture is hidden beneath a coloured grid.  

 A student is asked to select a colour to   

reveal a section.  

 The student then selects others to describe 

what can be seen.  

 The  person who made the best point gets 

to select another square  until the picture is    

revealed Zoom in on the whiteboard so students have 

to guess what they might be looking at. The 

image is gradually revealed as the           

magnification is  reduced. 

Hide a task 

in a envelope 

under the  

Table or 

chair 

Whiteboard  Starter Activity  
 ‘Hands on the desk ‘ 

 Play fast music to set the pace, (Mission Impossible?) 

 ‘Find the envelope tapped under your desk’ The envelope contains a photocopy of the picture on the 

whiteboard  

 Identify 12 potential hazards in the PE lesson.— Individual competition  

 Invite students up to circle the hazards on the whiteboard and to explain what could be done to     

mitigate against them 

 

Ask the students to put the envelopes /

laminated key words under the desks or 

chairs ready for the next class.  

Who has got the chocolate buttons? 

 

 

Lessons on YouTube 

Add interest to a difficult concept 

by giving students a lesson        

observation task, watching the 

topic taught on You Tube 

Ask students to design the lesson 

in a way they would be most likely 

to learn. 

http://www.youtube.com/


 

 

 

Random name generator - copy and paste your register in to allow it to select a student  

Twitter : #ukedchat every Thursday between 8-9pm for educators Twitter chat. 

Bulmershe School has an Active Learning  online Toolkit  where staff share ideas  

 

Feedback from the Common INSET Day 
  

Subject  Good or Excellent  

Art 97% 

Careers Leads 80% 

Drama 100% 

English 90% 

Geography 68% 

History 92% 

ICT 81% 

Librarians 100% 

Maths 88% 

MFL 96% 

Music 91% 

Network Managers 100% 

PE 91% 

Psychology & Sociology 94% 

Religious Studies 94% 

Science 82% 

SENCOs & TAs 69% 

Senior Leaders 90% 

Technology 97% 

A BIG THANKYOU 

to all the people who made it possible  

especially, the Subject Leads: 

  

Brian Murphy 
Sally Spencer 
Ron Price 
Nici Hunt 
Angela Kemp & Yvonne Smith 
Ed Goodall  
Adam Hamflett  
Barbara Band 
Dawn Zielinski 
Matt Connor 
Sarah Scotchmer 
Dan Rose 
Reahgan Quartermaine 
Natalia Jigounova   
Sarah Whitethread  
Judith Weaver  
Tracy Lucas 
Katie Pearce & Ann Kennedy 
Andy Hulley  

Useful Websites 

https://twitter.com/#!/search/%23ukedchat


Timetable of subject meetings   

Science Catharine Driver 24th Feb complete 

LSAs Emily Waddilove 24th Feb complete 

RE Richard Walker 24th Feb complete 

Science Catharine Driver 19th March 
 
complete 

Humanities Martyn Pendergast 23rd April Holt 

Technology George Mitchell School 1st May 
Bulmershe 

Literacy 

 Coordinators Emily Waddilove 2nd  May 

 

Shute End 

ICT Chris Pim 9th May Waingels 

Geography Martyn Pendergast 14th May Holt 

Maths Catharine Driver 17th May Holt 

History Martyn Pendergast 21st May TBD 

English Michelle Stanley 24th May Holt 

PE University of Reading 29th May Waingels 

Maths Catharine Driver 13th June Waingels 

English Michelle Stanley 21st June Holt 

PE University of Reading  27th June  Waingels  

ICT Chris Pim TBD Waingels 

Creative Arts University of Reading TBD  Holt? 

Drama  TBD TBD Emmbrook? 

Music  TBD TBD Holt? 

Art  TBD TBD Piggott? 

MFL  TBD TBD  TBD 

Focus on literacy 
The Federation, in conjunction with the Local Authority, 

has organised subject specific literacy training to help 

meet the requirements of the new teacher standards and 

the demands of Ofsted. 

Teaching Sequence for Writing

 Establish clear aims-what is the purpose?

 Provide examples of text type

 Explore the features of text

 Demonstrate how it is written

 Compose together

 Scaffold first attempts [writing frames]

 Develop independent writing

Exam Writing requirements

 Continuous prose

 Use good English

 Organise information coherently

 Use specialist vocabulary accurately

Handout sample question and mark scheme

All teachers have the opportunity 

to attend two twilight sessions, 

(4.00-5.30), with subject specific 

literacy experts. 


