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Literacy Starters: 
Washing line activities are good starters and provide excellent opportunities for discussion. 
This  activity on probability helped everyone clarify the precise meaning of the word on their 
card as they negotiated where they needed to stand in the line. 

I am 30 
you are 
8X5 

Loop Cards 
Loop cards also provide excellent starters. You need a set of cards - one for each member 
of the class. The cards follow on from one another with the answer on one card following 
on from the  previous card. One student starts the game by reading out their card. The  
student with the correct answer reads their answer and then the definition  on their card.  
This develops active listening, oral and reading skills. The game is continued  until the loop 
is completed. It can be timed and   completed over a week, aiming to beat the class record 
each day. 



Quadrant C activities 
are very important 
and are sometimes 
skipped. 

There are useful strategies in the National Strategy docu-
ment—literacy in mathematics. It is available on the  
Wokingham Learning Hub 
http://www.school-portal.co.uk/GroupHomepage.asp?

Pedagogy needs to assist students in moving from the         
informal linguistic register of the everyday, to the formal, 
unfamiliar, technical language of examinations, and to             
cognitively demanding activities such as solving problems          
independently.  

Catharine Driver  

Literacy Consultant 

 A good way to deconstruct exam      
questions is to ask the children to write a 
story that goes with the numbers. I was 
surprised by the stories they came up 
with - from goal differences to killing  
people and coming back as zombies.  

They Loved it! 
Dawn Zielinski 

Wokingham’s Maths 

AST 



Teach children read the 
question all the way 
through and then 
explain what the  
calculation actually  
involves.  

Highlight 
important         
elements of exam 
questions. 

Ask students to rewrite the  
question so that its meaning is 
clearer. 



If they communicate effectively they can work out: 
Toothpaste  £1.50 
Peanut butter £2.05 
A dozen eggs £2.49 
A bag of apples £1.98 
8 chicken drumsticks £1.65 x 2  = £3.30 
Two litres of orange juice £1.25 x 2 = £2.50 
Total  £13.82 
Change £6.18 

 

Barrier Games: 
Barrier games are simple interactive activities where 
children are not allowed to see what other players 
are doing and have to speak clearly and actively    
listen to complete a task. The games help children 
learn how to give clear instructions and descriptions, 
listen well and ask good questions for clarification  

Shopping Barrier Game: 
Participants sit back to back in pairs with an objective ob-
server making notes. They are each given partial informa-
tion about a shopping expedition  and need to  communi-
cate in order to complete the task. 

Barrier games are useful 
in a wide range of 
activities . They are good 
with 3D shapes – one   
person makes the shape 
and has to describe it to 
the other person who has 
to make the same shape. 

Shopping Barrier Observer Activity  
Write examples of language you heard to 

Ask questions (How much is? ....) 
Provide information (It costs….) 
Agree/disagree (I don’t think….) 
Negotiating (Shall we, let’s .…) 
Calculating (It comes to, altogether…) 
Quantities (money, amounts) 



Sorting activities using cards  
encourage discussion and build  
confidence  - students are less        
concerned about making mistakes! 

Students can sequence  
instructions and then carry 
them out. 


