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It is important to understand that what is      
obvious to us is not obvious to the children. You 
need to be aware of the language demands of 
tasks before you teach them. 

Chris Pim- Literacy  Consultant  

Deconstruct the language demands of your SoW 

Plan for literacy development 
 Activate prior knowledge 
 Provide a clear context 
 Encourage talk and collaboration  
 Clarify and extend language 
 Scaffold reading and writing 

Everyday language 

 Relies on context: gestures, eye contact 

 Mostly oral and cognitively undemanding 
Academic Language 

More abstract language 
More specialist vocabulary 
Takes 5-7 years to develop 
 

Formal language needs to be taught – it will not 
just be picked up 



While the inner group are   
talking, they are  observed by 
an outer group of learners, all 
of whom have been given a 
specific focus for their          
observations , (such as         
vocabulary, connectives, etc). 
 
Socratic debates can be done 
in role to encourage the use 
of formal talk e.g. students 
debating in the role of MPs, or 
experts etc. 
 

Socratic Debate  - students discuss a question or an idea arising for the topic they are studying . 

This technique derives from the Socratic method whereby a group observes a discussion in order to learn from 
and comment on it.  It encourages both exploratory talk and reflection on talk. 

Encourage talk and collaboration 
 Talk partners 
 Discussion statements 
 Group roles (chair, scribe, questioner, etc)  
 Barrier games 
 Hot seating 
 Jigsaw group tasks  

 



Message Abundancy 

The PosteRazor cuts an image into pieces which can afterwards be printed out and assembled to a poster. 
This is very helpful  for enlarging texts to display . It is free at http://posterazor.sourceforge.net/ 

1. Establish clear aims 

2. Provide examples 

3. Explore the features of the text 

4. Define the conventions 

5. Demonstrate how it is written 

6. Compose together 

7. Scaffold the first attempts 

8. Independent writing 

9. Review and proof read 

10. Draw out key learning 
 


