
Support for EAL pupils:

checklist for auditing units of work

Subject:     
                                         
Unit of work:                                                                 

Year group:
Reviewed by:
Date:   
The unit of work includes:

Yes To some 
extent

No Area for 
improvement?

Opportunities for speaking and listening 
including exploratory talk and oral 
rehearsal 
- with scaffolding/ prompts provided 
where necessary
Collaborative activities which require 
discussion
Practical, kinaesthetic activities
Use of visual aids including graphic 
organisers
Identification of the key language 
functions (eg describe, compare), sentence 
structures (eg connectives) and vocabulary 
that pupils will need to understand and use
Learning objectives/ outcomes/ success 
criteria relating to language as well as 
subject content
Explicit teaching and reinforcement of key 
language functions/ sentence structures/ 
vocabulary to be used in writing and 
discussion
Teacher modelling of spoken and written 
language
Grouping strategies that recognise learning 
and language development needs -  
opportunities for EAL pupils to work with 
pupils who will provide good models of 
English; grouping by ability rather than by 
language skills when appropriate



Yes To some 
extent

No Area for 
improvement?

Opportunities for pupils to practise key 
language functions/ sentence structures/ 
vocabulary both orally and in writing
Opportunities for review and reflection on 
language learning/ language use as well as 
curricular learning (eg through self and 
peer assessment, plenaries)
Activating prior knowledge eg discussion 
before reading, concept maps, KWL grids
Opportunities to use and build on first 
language to enhance understanding eg use 
of dual language dictionaries, creation of 
dual language glossaries, use of first 
language in speaking and listening/ writing 
activities
Support for writing eg models, 
demonstration writing, shared writing, 
guided writing, speaking and listening/ 
oral rehearsal, graphic organisers,  word/ 
sentence banks, writing frames 
Support for reading comprehension eg 
shared reading, jigsaw reading, speaking 
and listening, guided reading, text 
marking, cloze, sequencing, focus on key 
vocabulary (highlighting of key words; 
glossaries)
AfL strategies to enable teachers to tailor 
teaching to pupils’ needs and to ensure 
that pupils are clear about learning 
objectives and success criteria and their 
next learning steps


