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Discussion

• What information do you currently have in 

your SEN policy specifically about bilingual 

pupils who are a cause for concern?

• Do you think it would be useful to have an 

EAL/ SEN specific section in your SEN policy?



SEN Policy – EAL / SEN

It would help SENCOs explore the many possible 

causes of why a bilingual pupil is not learning 

before registering a child as having SEN.  

(EAL coordinator )

One of the most common issues in our school is 

how to work out if an EAL pupil experiencing 

difficulties is SEN.  It would be useful to have a 

procedure to follow.  (Inclusion Manager)



Initial Statement
“Children must not be regarded as having a learning 

difficulty solely because the language or form of language of 

their home is different from the language in which they will 

be taught.” (DfES, 2001 SEN Code of Practice, 1:3, p6)

At our school we know that there is no evidence to suggest 

that bilingual pupils are more or less likely than other pupils 

to have a special educational need. For this reason we 

continually monitor our SEN register to ensure there is no 

evidence of over or under representation of bilingual pupils.



Points to Include:

• P levels – only use if SEN

• ‘Silent Period’ – in early stages, not a sign of 

learning difficulties

• Ensure communication procedures are 

inclusive of parents who may not be familiar 

with English or the English education system



The Procedure

1. Ensure our SENCO, the child’s class or subject 
teacher and staff responsible for providing EAL 
teaching / support are aware of the concerns 
and have an opportunity to contribute to 
discussions / a programme of support.

2. Arrange for a full interview with parents/ carers, 
using an appropriate translator if possible, to 
obtain information on the child’s family, 
education, language and medical background.



3. Track progress, particularly the pupil’s level 

of English language learning. 

4. Check that EAL strategies are in place in the 

classroom and that additional EAL support is 

provided and the impact monitored.



5. Carry out a bilingual assessment to establish the 
pupil’s level of understanding and use of their 
home language.  The Local Authority may be 
contacted to arrange this.  

6. If the pupil continues to make little progress, we 
will involve appropriate specialist support 
agencies as in our procedures. We will ensure 
that specialist agencies are aware of and 
recognise the child’s bilingualism and English 
language learning needs.



7. An EAL pupil who is identified as having a 
learning difficulty will continue to receive 
specialist EAL teaching or support as required 
as well as any SEN interventions / support.

8. An EAL pupil who is identified as having a 
learning difficulty will have their English 
language learning needs and bilingualism 
reflected in the planning and provision that is 
made for them.



Training

• Short statement about the need to train staff 

so they are aware of the needs of EAL pupils 

and particularly those with SEN.



Any Questions or 

Comments?


