
Bilingual Teaching Assistants: FAQs

How do the Bilingual Teaching Assistants (BTAs) support pupils?
The BTAs support pupils mainly in the classroom, translating and interpreting for them to 
enable them to understand and be able to participate in lessons. They can produce visual 
and dual language resources to support pupils to access lessons. At teachers’ request, the 
teaching assistant may occasionally withdraw the pupil to consolidate their understanding 
of a lesson or to prepare them for a forthcoming lesson through explanation and discussion 
in their first language.

What is the aim of the BTA support?
The aim of the BTA support is to help pupils to access lessons and achieve learning 
objectives so that they do not fall behind with their learning while they at the early stages of 
learning English. The support of the BTA will no doubt help the child to learn English but this 
is not the aim of the support.

What other forms of support can the BTA provide?
The BTA can help teachers to communicate with children, and can help schools to 
communicate with parents by interpreting at meetings between staff and parents or 
perhaps translating short letters or documents.

How is the BTA support allocated to children?
Schools are asked to complete a ‘Support request form’ if they would like to request 
Bilingual TA support for a child. The information provided in the form about the child helps 
the Teaching and Learning Advisor to prioritise children who are in greatest need of support. 
Older pupils are generally given priority over younger pupils due to the more challenging 
language demands of the curriculum.

The timetables of the BTAs are reviewed every half term and schools that have submitted a 
request form will be contacted if a slot has become available for support for their child. A 
meeting will be arranged to discuss the support.

How often will the BTA visit the school and how long will the support last for?
The BTA usually supports a child for half a day a week for at least one term.

Which languages are supported by the BTAs?
The LA employs two Bilingual Teaching Assistants: one who is Polish speaking and one who 
is Arabic speaking. These are the two languages most commonly spoken by new arrivals 
with EAL in Wokingham schools.

How much does the BTA support cost?



The support is free of charge to maintained schools. (The posts are funded by monies that 
schools have delegated to the LA.)

Can we claim the 20 hours funding for a child if they are receiving support from a BTA?
Yes. The support of the BTA is in addition to the funding for the 20 hours TA support. 
Schools should use the 20 hours funding to pay an adult to provide support for the child. 
Schools may wish to identify a speaker of the child’s first language to provide the 20 hours 
support, but children can be helped to settle in to the school effectively by any adult who 
understands the needs of new arrivals.

How can we get bilingual support for children who speak other languages?
The LA has a partnership with Reading University Community Service Volunteer scheme. 
Schools can complete a form to request support from a bilingual Reading University student. 
The form should be returned directly to the co-ordinator of the CSV scheme who will try to 
identify a student who speaks the required language. If a suitable student is found, they 
usually visit the school for one and a half to two hours a week for one term. This support is 
free of charge. (NB It can be difficult to place students in schools that are not well 
connected to the university by public transport.)


