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First wordsFirst wordsFirst words   
Welcome 

Welcome to the second edition of First Words and thank you for all the positive feedback you gave us on the first issue. It’s 

hard to believe that a whole term has  already gone by and I am sure it has been a busy one for you all. As you are well aware, 

there are always changes in Early Years around the corner to keep us on our toes and 2016 will be no exception. The demise 

of EYFS Profile assessments, the introduction of Reception Baselines, early implementers trialling 30 hours of free childcare, 

the introduction of work place pensions and the living wage will be challenges we will all face in some way , either 

operationally or financially. The continuing financial pressures facing Local Authorities will inevitably impact on some of the 

services we are currently able to provide such as bursaries for qualifications which unfortunately will no longer be available in 

the next financial year. This all sounds a bit ‘doom and gloom’ and apparently ‘tis the season to be jolly!’ so let’s start the 

festivities by celebrating some ‘outstanding’ Ofsted inspection outcomes: The Yellow Brick House Nursery School in Twyford, 

Childminders Alana Cashmore, Esther Coomer, Susan Wigmore, Carol Dennis, Katy McDonald, Anna Hutt, Julie Petts, and 

Anne-Marie Hine. Congratulations and well done to them all!    

Finally we would like to wish all our readers a Merry Christmas and Peaceful New Year. 

Alison  and the team    

Don’t forget to use 

 ‘My Learning’ training and 

resources! 

http://wokingham.learningpool.com/ 

 

 

 

Our favourite Christmas 

film is…. 

Alison  … Elf 

Cindy … Muppets Christmas Carol  

Emma … Love Actually  

Sara … White Christmas 

Shelagh … It’s a Wonderful Life 

Stuart  … Miracle on 34th Street 

Volume 1 issue 2 December 2015 

‘Making Connections’  

Look out for our Early Years Conference. It will be on 22nd February 

and will be based around the emotional wellbeing of children and early 

brain development.   

Speakers will include the world renowned Professor Robert Winston, the 

former head of the Chelsea Open Air Nursery Kathryn Solly and Ann-Marie 

Tipper who is an authority on attachment. 

Booking details will be on the hub soon  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://wokingham.learningpool.com/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi796af0brJAhVHvhQKHYVkDqEQjRwICTAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fprofrwinston&psig=AFQjCNHZmkvHEEJK4wGZxjT00aAc_AjjgA&ust=1449058376040297
http://wokingham.learningpool.com/
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Female genital mutilation 

 The Home Affairs Committee into FGM has said there 

could be as many as 170,000 victims of FGM in the 

UK.  

Free Home Office online training for frontline professionals in 

helping girls at risk of FGM 

 http://www.safenetwork.org.uk/news_and_events/

news_articles/Pages/free-home-office-fgm-elearning.aspx 

NSPCC parents guide resource 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/

documents/advice-and-info/share-aware.pdf 

 

 

  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 

Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) 

Guidance for children and parents. 

 

You can also access a NSPCC and CEOP 3hour online training 

course for £20. Please see link below. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do/get-expert-

training/keeping-children-safe-online-course/ 

 

Prevent Guidance
If you believe a child is in immediate danger call the Police on 
999. 
Referral and assessment team: Telephone: 0118 908 8002. 
Email: triage@wokingham.gcsx.gov.uk
Emergency duty team: out of hours telephone 01344 786 543 
Thames valley police telephone 101 
Report a concern about an adult
Report a concern using our online form at 
www.wokingham.gov.uk/careandsupportforadults
Email: ASCMailboxDutyAdultSafeguarding@wokingham.gov.uk
Call 0118 974 6772 and speak to someone about your concerns
Call 01344 786543 outside of normal office hours
preventreferrals@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Safeguarding reminders 

and free online training…… 

 

 PREVENT contact details. 

 Online internet safety guid-

ance for children, staff and 

parents. 

 Female genital mutilation—

free online training 

 

Safeguarding 

http://

www.wokinghamlscb.org.uk/E-

Safety# 

 

Guidance and links to E-Safety 

http://www.safenetwork.org.uk/news_and_events/news_articles/Pages/free-home-office-fgm-elearning.aspx
http://www.safenetwork.org.uk/news_and_events/news_articles/Pages/free-home-office-fgm-elearning.aspx
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/advice-and-info/share-aware.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/advice-and-info/share-aware.pdf
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do/get-expert-training/keeping-children-safe-online-course/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do/get-expert-training/keeping-children-safe-online-course/
http://www.wokinghamlscb.org.uk/E-Safety
http://www.wokinghamlscb.org.uk/E-Safety
http://www.wokinghamlscb.org.uk/E-Safety
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Focus on………….. 

       Book Areas 

         

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 
Children have drawn pictures and added writing inspired by the story of Fidgety Fish. A display of chil-

dren’s work has been set up nearby at child height. Children can also use sound buttons to add their 

own recordings to pictures and favourite books like the Gruffalo.  Remember! Less is more! Make sure 

children can select books easily by being able to see the front covers.  

All Saints CE Primary School have 

transformed their book area to 

encourage their Reception class 

children  to share books with each 

other, interact with the selected 

book characters and read to the 

teddies. It is now a well-used val-

ued space which children inde-

pendently choose to access.  
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Emma’s running the London Marathon 2016 in aid of Kidney Research UK 
 

“The tale of the two Tims” 
 

On December 18th 2008 my husband Tim (Little Tim) was given 

a new chance at life due to the extraordinary gift of a new kid-

ney from our dear friend Tim Trumper (Big Tim).  Due to compli-

cations from an early age Little Tim had always been expecting 

to require a transplant at some point but at 33 it was a bit of a 

shock! Little Tim met Big Tim on April 24th 1998 when he 

attended an interview for his first PE teaching job at The Wind-

sor Boys’ School.  Big Tim was the Head of Department with 

Little Tim’s teaching career in his hands – little did we know at 

the time he would have a slightly larger impact on our lives than giving Little Tim his first 

job!  The friendship quickly developed from that day.  Then whilst waiting to watch the 

2007 Wales vs England Six Nations Rugby match, Little Tim took a call from Big Tim sug-

gesting that he may be a suitable donor as blood tests had come back that suggested he 

would be a perfect match.  We were a bit overwhelmed by the news – that someone was 

prepared to help in this way was, and still is, an extraordinary act to comprehend.  The ic-

ing on the cake that day was that Wales beat England 27 points to 18 – could any day be 

this wonderful?!  By about October 2008 the decision was made that the operation could 

go ahead – Little Tim’s health had deteriorated to the point where Haemodialysis was re-

quired.  Luckily, however, this course of treatment was needed for only a short period as 

the operation date was scheduled for just before Christmas.  After 5 days in hospital both 

Tims were fit to go home two days before Christmas Day.  The next few weeks were a chal-

lenge for both.  Big Tim had never had any sort of operation to this point and the surgery 

was a challenge to overcome.  Little Tim had a few nervous days with an early rejection of 

the donor kidney.  Eventually all was heading in the right direction.  Blood results were fan-

tastic and Big Tim was back at school and close to normal!   

Whilst this story is extraordinary in many ways I am sure it is similar to a number of cases 

seen across the country every day.  There will be differences in the diagnosis, differences in 

the treatment and differences in the outcomes but there will be one huge similarity to all – 

none of these stories would ever come close to the happy ending that mine did without 

the support of people like you.  By raising funds for the Kidney Research UK you are mak-

ing a tremendous, life changing difference to individuals such as me and my family. 

 With many thanks Emma Griffith. 

www.justgiving.com/Emma-Griffith  

http://www.justgiving.com/Emma-Griffith
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General updates and information 

Nursery Classes 

 

Afterschool clubs 

Committee workshops 

Childminders 

 

 

 

                       Interesting research and  news 

http://www.unicef.org/publications/index_86269.html 

For every child a fair chance, the promise of equality. UNICEF Nov 2015 

 

Invest more in early years to improve primary results, say teachers. 20th November 2015 by Katy Morton 

http://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1154853/invest-more-in-early-years-to-improve-primary-results-say-teachers 

Research from Sheffield University relating to interactions with children: 

http://professionallove.group.shef.ac.uk/                                                                 

PVI settings 

For Government recognised level 3 early 

years qualifications please refer to  

 http://www.education.gov.uk/eypqd/ 

level3.shtml  

Wokingham Borough Council is con-

sulting on the admission arrangements 

for all community and voluntary con-

trolled schools for the 2017/2018 aca-

demic year. This document on the hub 

will give you more information: 

http://www.school-portal.co.uk/

GroupAdminResources.asp?

GroupId=1148205&WorkspaceId=&PublishTy

pe= 

Full details of the consultation and the 

changes being proposed are available at:    

www.wokingham.gov.uk/

admissionconsultation  

Committees 

The next committee workshop will be 

based around supervision and appraisal 

skills. Please look out for the training 

flyer! 

Pre-school Learning Alliance 

Don’t forget! if you are a member of the 

Pre-school Learning Alliance they have a 

fantastic online training resource called 

‘Educare’ 

Childminders 

If you have been registered as a 

childminder for less than 12 months 

you may be eligible to apply for the 

Childcare Business Grant . 

Please  refer to    

http://www.childcarebusinessgrants.dcms.gov.uk/  

 

School nurseries 

Thank you to all nurseries for sending 

their on-entry data. 

The next time data should be sent is at 

the end of the Summer term unless you 

have new starters. Dates will be pub-

lished in the next newsletter. 

In the meantime, advisors can offer sup-

port if  you have children raising con-

cerns. Please contact the team on : 

01189088260     Thank you 

After school clubs 

 

 

Funding 

The Government spending review  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/

uploads/attachment_data/

file/479749/52229_Blue_Book_PU1865_Web_Accessi

ble.pdf   

Government review into the cost of 

delivering the free entitlement  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/

uploads/attachment_data/

file/479659/151124_Analytical_review_FINAL_VERSIO

N.pdf 

Don’t forget the ‘Out of School Alli-

ance’ . Free  resources and guidance  

http://

www.outofschoolalliance.co.uk/ 

Reminder: Wokingham Out of  School 

Hours  Network  (WOOSH)  

Next meeting  20th  January 2016 

Emmbroook  ASC,  Emmbrook  Junior 

School  

http://www.unicef.org/publications/index_86269.html
http://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1154853/invest-more-in-early-years-to-improve-primary-results-say-teachers
http://professionallove.group.shef.ac.uk/
http://www.education.gov.uk/eypqd/level3.shtml
http://www.school-portal.co.uk/GroupAdminResources.asp?GroupId=1148205&WorkspaceId=&PublishType=
http://www.school-portal.co.uk/GroupAdminResources.asp?GroupId=1148205&WorkspaceId=&PublishType=
http://www.school-portal.co.uk/GroupAdminResources.asp?GroupId=1148205&WorkspaceId=&PublishType=
http://www.school-portal.co.uk/GroupAdminResources.asp?GroupId=1148205&WorkspaceId=&PublishType=
http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/admissionconsultation
http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/admissionconsultation
http://www.childcarebusinessgrants.dcms.gov.uk/
out%20of%20school%20alliance
out%20of%20school%20alliance
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Important dates for your diaries 2015 – 2016 !!!! 

Spring Term 2016 

Month                         Event Queries to 

  
January 

21st   Head Count & Census Day Stuart Milne 

26th   Head Count & Census Data returns deadline (Head Count/
EYPP) 

Stuart Milne 

February 
8th     Inclusion Audit distributed Sara Sidorowicz 

12th   Nursery Baseline for new starters to be returned Alison Pugh 

March 

4th       Inclusion Audit to be returned Sara Sidorowicz 

18th   ECAT tracker to be returned Emma Griffith 

24th   2 Year old trackers to be returned Stuart Milne 

Summer Term 2016 

Month 
Event Queries to 

  

April 
To be confirmed    EYPP info to be uploaded Stuart Milne 

To be confirmed    Head Count info to be returned Stuart Milne 

May EYFSP Moderation visits Sara Sidorowicz 

June 17th   Early Years Foundation Stage Profile to be returned Sara Sidorowicz 

July 15th   ECAT tracker to be returned Emma Griffith 

22nd   2 Year old tracker to be returned 
           End of year Nursery data to be returned 

Stuart Milne 
Alison Pugh 

August     

 

Don’t forget to return your  

safeguarding audit !!! 


