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First wordsFirst wordsFirst words   
Welcome 

Another academic year comes to an end and what a year it has been!  

The summer term is always busy for us in Early Years as we support you with managing transitions, complete Moderation of 
our reception classes and try to ensure the latest information regarding funding , safeguarding and government directives are 
made available to you all. The whole team will be supporting Stuart as the roll out of extended hours funding starts in 
September. If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us.   

We sadly had to said ‘goodbye’ to Charvil Pre-School who closed this term, we wish all the staff good luck for the future. We 
also welcome three new day nurseries—Woodley Gardens, Elms Montessori and Pine Ridge. Welcome to the Wokingham 
early years family.   

Ofsted are continuing to grade some of our settings with ‘outstanding’ ,a massive well done to Ambleside, Yellowbrick 
Hillside, St James Pre-school, Rachel Emms and Sarah Julian. Your hard work and dedication to children’s outcomes are truly 
deserving of this inspection grade. 

The Early Years Team would like to wish you all a happy summer, whether you are working  or relaxing.  We also hope the fine 
weather is here to stay for a little while, or at least until we have enjoyed some much needed sunshine therapy.  

Best wishes, Alison and the Early Years Team  

Ensure that you look within ‘My Learning’ 

http://wokingham.learningpool.com/ 

and  ‘The Hub’ for latest training and 

resources! 

http://wsh.wokingham.gov.uk/early-

years-childcare-and-play/training/ 

    Sara Sidorowicz Early Years Advisor is leaving….. 

 

 The time has come to say our farewells to a member of our team. After  

 a long  career in early years , inclusion and education Sara has decided to 

 spend more time with her family , and also tend to her beautiful garden. 

 Over the last five years working for Wokingham Borough Council Sara's wealth of knowledge has 

not only supported the team, yourselves the providers but also many of our most vulnerable children.   

I sure that you will join with us in wishing her a long and relaxing retirement 

Thank you Sara 

Our favourite food is… 

Alison  … cream scone 

Cindy …  salmon 

Emma … Italian 

Sara …  lamb 

Shelagh … cheese  

Stuart … chateaubriand 
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Female genital mutilation 

 The Home Affairs Committee into FGM has said there could be 

as many as 170,000 victims of FGM in the UK.  

Free Home Office online training for frontline professionals in 

helping girls at risk of FGM 

http://www.safeguardingchildrenea.co.uk/resources/female-

genital-mutilation-recognising-preventing-fgm-free-online-

training/ 

 information …..https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/female-genital-

mutilation-guidelines 

NSPCC parents guide resource 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/

documents/advice-and-info/share-aware.pdf 

 

 

  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 

Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) 

Guidance for children and parents. 

You can also access a NSPCC and CEOP 3hour online train-

ing course for £20. Please see link below. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do/get-expert-

training/keeping-children-safe-online-course/ 

 

 

Whistleblowing Advice Line Support for 

professionals who are worried about 

children in the workplace 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-

can-do/report-abuse/dedicated-

helplines/whistleblowing-advice-line/ 

Safeguarding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance and links to E-Safety 

  http://www.wokinghamlscb.org.uk/E-    

Safety# 

 

Further information, advice and support……. 

Women's Aid—Domestic abuse support and advice— 

https://www.womensaid.org.uk/the-survivors-handbook/ 

Drug wise—http://www.drugwise.org.uk/ 

FRANK—Drug advice http://www.talktofrank.com/worried-

about-a-child 

The National Association for Children of Alcoholics—http://

www.nacoa.org.uk/ 

Minds— Mental health information and support  http://

www.mind.org.uk/information-support/ 

Report a concern about a child 

If you believe a child is in immediate danger call the Police on 999 

To report other concerns about a child phone Triage:  0118 908 8002 

Email us: triage@wokingham.gcsx.gov.uk 

After 5pm or on weekends and bank bank holidays phone 01344 786 543 

 

Allegations about a Colleague or Professional 

If you have concerns or suspicions about a colleague or professional/carer 

(including volunteers), you can contact the Local Authority Designated 

Officer (LADO) on 0118 974 6141 

Other contacts  

Thames valley police website - phone 0845 8505 505 

National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children website - 24 hour help-

line 0808 800 5000 

ChildLine website - 24 hour helpline  0800 11 11 

http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/children-and-families/child-protection-and-

family-support/report-a-concern-about-a-child/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/advice-and-info/share-aware.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/advice-and-info/share-aware.pdf
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do/get-expert-training/keeping-children-safe-online-course/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-you-can-do/get-expert-training/keeping-children-safe-online-course/
http://www.wokinghamlscb.org.uk/E-Safety
http://www.wokinghamlscb.org.uk/E-Safety
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Disqualification by Association.  

Providers/ employers must be careful not to ask for infor-

mation to which they are not entitled when establishing 

whether a staff member is ‘disqualified by association’. 

Paragraphs 22 – 33 of ‘Disqualification under the Child-

care Act 2006‘ gives  clear guidance on appropriate and 

relevant information sources. See link below.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/

disqualification-under-the-childcare-act-2006 

 

Neglect Strategy 2017-2019  

 

Neglect is the most common reason for a child in the UK to be the subject of a Child Protection Plan.  It 
happens when parents or carers cannot, or will not, meet a child’s needs.  Sometimes this is because 
they do not have the skills or support needed, and sometimes it is due to other problems (such as men-
tal health issues, drug and alcohol problems, or poverty).  

Neglect has been identified as a priority for the Wokingham Safeguarding Children’s Board because of 
the serious impact it has on the long-term chances for children.  Neglect in the first three years of life can 
seriously impact on brain development and have significant consequences through adolescence and 
into adulthood.  We must achieve a better understanding of neglect in the Borough if it is to be tackled 
and reduced.  One of the challenges of working in more affluent borough is the identification of neglect-
ful parenting which will not necessarily show itself by way of the most recognisable elements of neglect 

To read about the neglect strategy please refer to our early years hub  

Children missing in education  

Providers must ensure that funded non attendees are contacted 
on the first day of absence and this communication is recorded, 
and the child subsequently given appropriate support on their 
return to ensure continued attendance.  

 

Continued and recurrent absence periods must be monitored 
and recorded by the Provider and discussed with the Early 
Years Team. In the event that a child is found to be continually 
absent - without good reason - WBC will review its funding of 
that placement.  

 

School’s must also follow the ‘Children missing in education statutory 

guidance’ https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/

attachment_data/file/550416/Children_Missing_Education_-

_statutory_guidance.pdf 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disqualification-under-the-childcare-act-2006
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disqualification-under-the-childcare-act-2006
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disqualification-under-the-childcare-act-2006
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disqualification-under-the-childcare-act-2006
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REMINDER:  PVI providers. 

 

The Keeping Children Safe in Education  guidance states the Lead Safeguarding Practitioners  (LSP) in 
settings should complete the Role of the LSP training every 2 years. This is in addition to Universal Safe-
guarding training  every 3 years either face to face or on line . Training is available on the Wokingham 
Early Years Hub.  

 

There is also an expectation that people in this role refresh their knowledge and skills at regular inter-
vals.  Attending the LSP Networks is one way of doing this plus signing up for newsletters and e-bulletins 
from other safeguarding organisations. 

 

Multi Agency Safeguarding Children - A Shared Responsibility is advised by the Wokingham Safeguarding 
Children Board (WSCB) as a requirement for those in the role of LSP.   These courses are available  throughout 
the year in different locations. Bookings can be made directly with the WSCB, details can be found on the train-
ing pages of the Early Years  Hub along with other specialist and targeted training.  

 

CHILDMINDERS.   

As a registered childminder you are required to complete the Universal Safeguarding training every 3 years. – ei-
ther face to face or on line.  It is essential if you  employ other staff that you also undertake the Role of Lead Safe-
guarding practitioner training.  The Early Years team would  highly recommend that all childminders are familiar 
with their role as lead safeguarding practitioner. Anyone can attend the training available through the Early Years 
Hub whilst some are specifically for Childminders only.   Attendance at the Childminders Forum will also give you 
opportunities to ensure you refresh your knowledge and skills at regular intervals as safeguarding is always on the 
agenda.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

   Safeguarding training  
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 Inspections 

Ofsted has produced information to confirm the facts about early years 

inspections and to dispel myths that can sometimes result in unnecessary 

workloads for registered child carers. It should be read alongside the early 

years inspection handbook. 

The aim is to expose misconceptions and highlight spe-

cific practices that are not required by Ofsted, so that the 

inspection process is as clear and straightforward as pos-

sible. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-inspection-

handbook-from-september-2015/early-years-inspections-myths%20%20 

 

  From 6th April 2017, the Home Office has confirmed that an overseas criminal        

check will be completed for everyone in an education role applying for a visa to 

work in the UK (i.e. from countries outside the European Economic Area).  

                                  https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/home-office 

 

 

   HM Government Childcare Choices  

    Information Website 

     Childcare Choices - sets out all current and upcoming  

     Government childcare offers and support available to  

     parents, including the Tax-Free Childcare scheme and 30      

hours, the 15 free hours, tax credits, Universal Credit and childcare vouchers.  

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 

  

 

The Government have provided the following business  

guidance which you may find useful.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-early-years-

providers-to-run-sustainable-businesses 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-business-

sustainability-guides-for-providers/business-insights-from-successful-early

-years-providers 
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   ECaT update 

Thank you to everyone who returned their ECaT  trackers last term.  Just a gentle nudge to some 

of you!  If you haven't sent me your trackers please send them through.  It supports us in looking 

at training needs and ensuring children are supported appropriately through into school. 

After last terms data was submitted a training session has been developed by the Speech and 

Language team to better support you in your setting with children showing possible speech and 

language delay, more details of this training has been sent out to you.  We see a number of chil-

dren through the drop in service who with some support in the settings will meet their language 

goals. 

Submission date for this term is Friday 14th July  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need any support 

with filling in your ECaT trackers. 

 

Findings from a survey of 1,251 health visitors, carried out by the Institute of Health Visiting (iHV) last year, reveal 

that 72 per cent reported seeing an increase in children with delayed speech and communication  

development. This is up from 64 per cent the year before – an eight-per-cent rise. Nursery World 22nd March 

2017 

 

ICAN, in partnership with the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists (RCSLT), has launched an in-

quiry to inform the publication of a new report, Bercow: Ten Years On.  

It will be led by Jean Gross who is now steering a panel which is collecting evidence from early years practition-

ers, parents and others, and expects to publish its findings in early 2018.  

If you would like to contribute the please follow this link  http://www.ican.org.uk/en/What-we-do/Bercow/Submit%

20Evidence.aspx 

Primary assessment in England consultation 

The Government is consulting on introducing a new reception baseline in addition to keeping 

and improving the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile. It is also considering how to cut bur-

dens to existing assessments on children’s readiness to start school at the end of their early ed-

ucation. Consultation key elements are:  

 Changes to the early years foundation stage profile 

 Bringing forward the starting point for school progress measures during primary education 

 Reviewing the statutory status of KS1 assessment 

 Reducing the burdens of teacher assessment 

This consultation closes at 5pm on 22 June 2017.For more information see here  

https://consult.education.gov.uk/assessment-policy-and-development/primary-assessment/ 
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               Bookstart Bear Hunt 

              5 June until  

             3 September 2017 

 

To celebrate 25 years of Bookstart, the bears will be  

hiding in Libraries, Children’s Centres and Country Parks  across  

Wokingham Borough.   

Each bear will be numbered and will have a copy of his favourite picture book. 

Just pick up a form, from any Library or Children’s Centre and see how many  

Bookstart Bears you can find. 
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General updates and information 

Nursery Classes 

 

Afterschool clubs 

Committee workshops 

Childminders 

 

 

 

PVI settings 

Due to Sara Sidorowicz sadly leaving the 

early years team Sara’s settings will be  

re-allocated amongst the rest of the ad-

visors. 

      

There are a number of  settings that 

have not collected their Bookstart packs 

from their allocated Libraries.   

Please can you make arrangements to 

collect these as soon as possible so that 

the children receive what they are enti-

tled to.  

 

 

 

 

 

Committees 

Retention of records 

Please note that committees retaining 

setting records still apply when the 

committee and the setting close. Please 

see document retention list within link 

below.  

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/

sites/default/files/folders/documents/

childreneducationandfamilies/

informationforchildcareproviders/

document_retention_PLA.pdf 

 

 

 

Childminders 

The government has relaunched its Child-

care Business Grant Scheme, aimed at sup-

porting new childminders or childminder 

agencies who are looking to start their own 

businesses. 

 

Eligible professionals could receive grants 

of £500 or £1,000 to help with the costs of 

setting up, making it easier for those who 

want to offer 30 hours free childcare to 

prepare. 

 

Please see link to apply https://

www.gov.uk/business-finance-support/

childcare-business-grants-england 

Also…. 

Childminders can also benefit from grants 

to Action for Children and PACEY, worth 

£370,000 and £381,000, which will help 

upskill and encourage the delivery of the 30 

hours.  https://www.pacey.org.uk/news-

and-views/news/new-funding-to-champion

-childminding/ 

School nurseries 

SCHOOLS: 

Data submissions for EYFSP must be 
made by Friday 23rd June at the latest.   

if you are considering not  assessing for 
a  child and wanting to apply the “A” 
notation on your return 

please contact 
Sara.Sidorowicz@wokingham.gov.uk  in 
the Early Years Moderation team.  

After school clubs 

18th Oct —Woosh after 

school club meeting held at 

Emmbrook after school club 

Two items that are always  

discussed at these meetings are safe-

guarding and feedback from Ofsted 

inspections 

Please look on the Early Years 

Hub for the agenda and link to 

book on!! 

 

 

Funding 

 

The introduction of extended entitlement 

for working families (30 hours) is only a 

couple of months away.  A national and 

local publicity campaign will commence 

shortly after the general election. Please 

remember that parents will need to apply 

through the HMRC website before 1st Sep-

tember in order to receive the funding in 

the first term. 

Are you ready? Do you need any support? If 

so please contact the team and we will be 

happy to help.  

The headcount process is changing next 

term. Briefings on the new system will be 

held in early July. It is really important that 

at lest one member of staff attends one of 

the briefings. Look out for further details in 

the training section of the  

Early Years Hub  

mailto:Sara.Sidorowicz@wokingham.gov.uk
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Don’t forget to bring confirmation of your training booking to all of 

the training sessions that you attend.  

 

  There are a number of settings that have not collected 

  their Bookstart packs from their allocated Libraries.  

  Please can you make arrangements to collect these as 

soon as possible so that the children receive what they are entitled 

to.  

Thank you  

 

Month 
Event Queries to 

  

May 
18th—Headcount Day   

26th—application return date for EYIF 

Sara Sidorowicz 

June   

July 
14th—ECaT data to be returned 

25th—2 Year old tracker to be returned 

Emma Griffith 

Stuart Milne 

Aug 
  

Sept 
22nd—ECaT data to be returned Emma Griffith 

Oct 

18th—Woosh after school club meeting held at Emmbrook after school club 

19th—Headcount day (TBC)  

20th—EYIF applications  

Shelagh Stirling 

Stuart Milne  

Sara Sidorowicz 

Nov 
1st—LSP network  Shelagh Stirling 

Dec 

1st—ECAT data to be returned 

19th—2 Year old tracker to be returned  

 

Emma Griffith 

Stuart Milne  

 

Bespoke training 

Please contact your advisor if you require bespoke training for your setting.  

We can deliver the training in your setting and tailor the content to meet your specific practice and staff needs 

 


