
TRANSITION NETWORK MEETING

Welcome!



AGENDA

Some key questions for the meeting:
• How can we ensure that secondary schools have the best possible 

information about Year 6 pupils? When should the information be shared, 
in order to have the most value, and to minimise workload?

• What can be done to ensure that there is strong curriculum continuity 
between phases, particularly this year when children have had such diverse 
experiences?

• How are transition visit days going to be approached this June? Should we 
aim to have a common approach?

• What good practice was developed last year that can be built on this year? 
What further good practice is being developed this year?

• What are the considerations for transition for all year groups this year?



ALEX QUIGLEY BLOG: 
‘THINKING ABOUT TRANSITION’

‘Schools are faced with a tremendous array of challenges in the coming year and in the longer term. 
Targeted attention at the vital point of transition – from teachers, school leaders, and policy makers –
may prove one of the key points to target in the months and years ahead.’

Summary of research evidence:

• Establishing social and emotional links with the new setting

• Curriculum continuity

• Assessment of gaps

• Targeting of disadvantaged/vulnerable groups for special transition support 

• Summer schools

• Parental engagement

‘I’ve every confidence that expert and resourceful schools across the country will turn thinking about 
school transition into a success, even in the face of the Covid challenge.’

Thinking about School Transition (theconfidentteacher.com)



PUPIL INFORMATION SHARING

• Are secondary schools planning to use the Common Transfer Form? In 
electronic form?

• Is there any additional or different information that will be necessary/ useful to 
share this year? E.g.
o Academic: Additional formative assessment data for En and Ma? At whole class level? 

For pupils in bottom 20%? For pupils whose progress has been affected by the 
pandemic? Important to indicate if a pupil’s progress has been affected by the 
pandemic?

o Pastoral: Additional wellbeing information? Information re engagement with home 
learning? 

o Writing sample

• Academic assessment data – timing:  What information is needed when by 
secondary schools, and when is the information available from primary schools?



SIX INTO SEVEN –
PROFESSIONAL JUDGEMENTS

Speaking & Listening:

Vocabulary

Engagement in class discussion

Building on ideas

Feedback

Writing:

Extended writing

Spelling

Punctuation

Organising writing

Meaning

Handwriting

Maths:

Multiplication up to 12×12

Division facts

Number bonds

Mental calculation

Place values

Written methods of adding and 
subtracting

Written methods of multiplying

Written methods of dividing

https://sixintoseven.co.uk/professional-judgements/

Reading:

Reading ability

Understanding new 
words

Inference

Summarising

Reading independently



TEACHER ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORKS

• Current TAF for writing

• 2016 TAFs for reading, maths, 
science



CURRICULUM CONTINUITY

• What can be done to ensure that there is strong curriculum 
continuity between phases, particularly this year when children 
have had such diverse experiences?



CURRICULUM 
CONTINUITY: 

USEFUL MATERIALS

Wokingham conceptual understandings project document

https://wsh.wokingham.gov.uk/learning-and-teaching/transition/



CURRICULUM 
CONTINUITY: 

USEFUL MATERIALS

DfE/ NCETM maths ‘Ready to 
progress’ materials:

https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/teaching-
mathematics-in-primary-schools

Materials for Year 6-7 transition:

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classr
oom-resources/shaping-the-year-
7-curriculum-building-on-year-6/



INFORMATION FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS ABOUT 
CURRICULUM COVERAGE: 

USEFUL MATERIALS?

• National Curriculum PoS for Year 6/ 
KS2

• Teacher Assessment Frameworks 
(2016 frameworks for reading, maths 
and science)

• Maths ‘Ready to progress’ criteria for 
Year 6

• Conceptual understandings document 
– for foundation subjects



THE ‘LANGUAGE LEAP’ AT TRANSITION

Supporting the ‘language leap’:

• Great KS3 teaching, with the ‘language leap’ in mind, bolstered by targeted academic support for those 
pupils with weak literacy in year 7 who need it to access the curriculum, is the complex but compelling 
answer to any “illiteracy surge”. 

No amount of GCSE interventions later on will compensate for their early key stage 3 experience. 
Secondary school success in national exams at 16 and 18 is predicated on pupils accessing the key stage 3 
curriculum more than it is intensive GCSE interventions.

• Paying close attention to how well pupils access the language of secondary school should be at the 
forefront of secondary school teachers’ minds. 

• Effective diagnostic assessment to judge pupils’ language strengths and gaps 

• A focus on reading – within subjects as well as wider reading opportunities across the school day

https://www.theconfidentteacher.com/2021/04/the-language-leap-at-transition/



SUPPORT FOR WRITING THIS SUMMER 

• An optional offer of support to Year 2 and Year 6 teachers in the form of a ‘Professional 
discussion to support the development of writing’  - led by moderators

• Discussions will include identifying next steps for each child, and how these might be supported –
the focus will be on formative assessment.

• Moderators will, in discussion, indicate whether they agree with the standard that the teacher has 
assessed the child to be working at – to support teachers’ confidence in their assessment.

• Teachers from three different schools will attend each session. (To support transition, teachers 
from Year 3/ KS3 English teachers will also be encouraged to attend.)

• One teacher from each school will ‘bring’ work from one child (4 pieces of writing – fiction and 
non-fiction).  Work will be shared using Pobble.

• Teachers will be encouraged to share the work of a child whose progress has been affected by the 
pandemic, and who may be working at the borderline between standards.

• Work is to be shared in advance so that all can read it before the meetings.
• Teachers sharing a child’s work will be expected to ‘present’ to the group their thoughts about the 

child as a writer,  to begin the discussion.
• The meetings will be virtual – via Teams and using Pobble.
• Sessions will be twilights and will take place during June.



TRANSITION VISITS

• How are transition visit days going to be approached this June? 
Should we aim to have a common approach?



SUMMER SCHOOLS

EEF blog:
• Summer schools can have a positive impact on attainment (average academic 

impact = +2 months additional progress)
• Very important to consider the evidence on what’s needed for summer schools 

to support pupils’ learning and wellbeing:
o The highest attainment impacts (+4 months) from summer schools have been from 

those which have included small-group tuition with a trained teacher.

o Attendance is a challenge – important to consider how to engage the pupils who 
could benefit most.



TRANSITION WITHIN SCHOOL
FOR ALL YEAR GROUPS 

–SHARING PUPIL INFORMATION

What information is going to be shared?

• Which pupils have been disproportionately impacted by the pandemic? Who are the 
vulnerable pupils in this context?

• What has been taught?

• What has been securely learnt? Class? Individuals? What are the key gaps that need to be 
addressed? Class? Individuals?

• What resources/teaching can move up with the pupils?


