
ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION: 
TRANSITION

Welcome!
• Please could you keep your microphone 

muted other than when you want to speak
- to minimise background noise and echo.

• Please use the ‘raise hand’ or ‘chat’ 
function to indicate that you would like to 
speak.

• Please start your comment or question by 
saying your name and school. 



MEETING AIMS / AGENDA

Aims:  
• To support self-evaluation of transition provision
• To strengthen provision for transition through sharing good practice

Agenda:
• The context for this meeting
• Presentation:  Some thoughts from guidance and research to support your 

self-evaluation and your work in school this term – wellbeing; oracy; reading; 
learning behaviours

• Discussion – sharing good practice



CONTEXT FOR THIS MEETING

Transition network – last meeting on 23rd October 2019 
• Annual review of primary-secondary transition 
• Sharing good practice: teacher exchanges; Year 6 writing samples; 

gathering pupil voice
• Conceptual understanding document
• Network achievements:  Vision for the network; common transfer form; 

common transition visit day; Federation INSET day sessions; Teach meets -
English and maths KS2-3; Transition web page on the Schools Hub: 
http://wsh.wokingham.gov.uk/learning-and-teaching/transition

• Transition visit day 2021: Wednesday 23rd June



CONTEXT FOR THIS MEETING

Transition round table discussions in May and June
• Supporting the return to school

• Supporting mental wellbeing: The 5 principles of recovery – Wokingham Transition and 
recovery guidance; The recovery curriculum

• Roadmap for renewal

• Identifying wellbeing needs

• Information handover

• Year 6-7 transition support; EYFS-Year1; pre-school-Reception

• Vulnerable pupils?

• School vision/ values

Meeting materials:

https://wsh.wokingham.gov.uk/shared-documents/shared-documents-store/



SOME SUGGESTED SELF-EVALUATION/ 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• To what extent has our approach to ‘re-orienting’ children back to school been 
successful, and what additional needs are now emerging?

• To what extent have we fully understood and have plans in place to meet the needs of 
pupils who might require additional support with the return to school? (e.g. 
pupils with SEND/ disadvantaged pupils; pupils newly arrived in the school, etc )

• To what extent have we sufficiently understood and addressed the emotional and 
wellbeing needs of our pupils, and what more do we need to do?

• To what extent have our plans for transition between year groups worked well, 
including for vulnerable pupils? What practice from 2020 should be continued in future 
years?

• To what extent are we aware of concerns and feedback (from parents and children) 
and responding to / taking account of this?

Schools Partnership Programme – Example Covid 19 Lines of Enquiry



THE 5 PRINCIPLES OF RECOVERY

• Safety:  Create a safe environment

• Calm:  Help children to regulate their emotions so 
that they can learn

• Self-efficacy: Build strengths and capacity

• Hope:  Be hopeful and optimistic 

• Connectedness:  Engagement, social connection and 
trusting relationships that are built on respect and 
positive regard 

How are you creating a sense of connectedness 
and community within school?

https://wsh.wokingham.
gov.uk/schools-covid-19-
support/



THE RECOVERY CURRICULUM

• Lever 1: Relationships – many of the relationships that were thriving, may need to be 
invested in and restored. Use the relationships we build to support the return to school.

• Lever 2: Community – we must understand the needs of our community and engage 
them in the transitioning of learning back into school. 

• Lever 3: Transparent Curriculum – all of our students will feel they have lost time in 
learning and we must show them how we are addressing these gaps, consulting and co-
constructing with our students to heal this sense of loss. 

• Lever 4: Metacognition – in different environments, students will have been learning 
in different ways. It is vital that we make the skills for learning in a school environment 
explicit to our students to reskill and rebuild their confidence as learners. 

• Lever 5: Space – to be, to rediscover self, and to find their voice on learning in 
this issue. It is only natural that we all work at an incredible pace to make sure this 
group of learners are not disadvantaged against their peers.

https://www.evidenceforlearning.net/recoverycurriculum



ROADMAP FOR RENEWAL

https://bigeducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/RoadmapforRenewal.pdf
https://bigeducation.org/lfl-content/a-roadmap-for-renewal/

• How do we go about establishing 
expectations of school life with students?

• How can we encourage a feeling of safety 
amongst staff, students and parents?

• In what ways can we support students to 
recover relationships with their peers? 

• How do we make the skills for learning in 
a school environment explicit to our 
students?

• How can we enhance collaborative and 
dialogic pedagogies on return?



EEF BLOGS – YEAR 6-7 TRANSITION

• Behaviour

o Through transition conversations, we will know those pupils who need a supportive relationship with 
an adult in school 

• Self-regulation

o Year 7 pupils will need us to scaffold self-regulation to support them in organising equipment, their 
time, and remembering routines.

o Some children might have developed resilience and regulation of their learning behaviours during 
lock-down – but many will need us to make these explicit for our subjects.

• Social and emotional learning

o We need to be ready to support those who have experienced significant trauma, but also help all 
with expanding their emotional vocabulary, encouraging self-regulation - including positive self-talk. 



EEF BLOGS – YEAR 6-7 TRANSITION

• SEND

o We all need to understand learning needs for all pupils with SEND

• Parental engagement

o Working with parents to support the self-regulation of their child in terms of 
organisation, routines, place of work and homework habits are shown to have an 
impact.

o Positive, learning focused communications

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-getting-
transition-right-part-1-of-2/



EEF SCHOOL PLANNING GUIDE 2020-21

‘Given the loss of routine, along with the potential for adverse experiences during partial 
school closures, attention on supporting pupils’ social, emotional and 
behavioural needs, primarily as part of good teaching, is likely to prove an 
effective strategy to support learning…. A common misconception can be that pupils’ 
wellbeing and social emotional learning is separate from their academic, curriculum-based 
learning.’

• What approaches to social and emotional learning will best support pupils to reconnect 
with their peers and to re-establish positive learning behaviours?

• What opportunities are there to meaningfully combine Social and Emotional Learning 
and the academic curriculum?



EEF SCHOOL PLANNING GUIDE 2020-21

‘As most children will change teachers in September, transition information will need to be 
supplemented with a sustained focus on supporting and monitoring pupils’ social, 
emotional and behavioural needs.’

• How do staff know their pupils, including those pupils with SEND? How is this communicated 
widely?

‘Schools may consider how they assess pupils’ engagement with school and their 
well-being. 

Schools may wish to consider assessing social and emotional outcomes that relate to how well 
pupils learn….Pastoral teams could conduct semi-structured interviews with pupils across the 
academic year, monitoring and responding to any changes across the school year (particularly 
for more vulnerable pupils).’



ORACY FOR REINTEGRATION

Oracy…

• Fosters wellbeing

Build successful relationships; talk through issues; express emotions; resolve conflicts

o Voice 21's 'State of Speaking in our Schools' report explains that a focus on talk in the classroom 
can lead to improved confidence and self-esteem in students, as well as supporting students' ability 
to handle stress.

• Improves academic outcomes

Critical thinking, collaborative reasoning; language to express knowledge and understanding

o The EEF’s evaluation of oral language interventions found that participating students made five 
months additional progress over a year. 



VOICE 21’S ORACY STRANDS
– KEY ORACY SKILLS FOR REINTEGRATION?

• Social and emotional: Listening actively, 
working with others, awareness of audience

• Linguistic: vocabulary

• Physical: voice projection 

• Cognitive: reasoning – developing thinking 
through talk



RECOVERY CONVERSATIONS

Research on the impact of Hurricane Katrina on teaching and learning shows that allowing students the 
opportunity to both discuss and write about their experiences and stresses was an important part of their 
return to school. Crucially, students were provided with opportunities to reflect on their 
experiences over time and not just when they first returned to school. 

Stimuli for talk:
o https://www.empathylab.uk/empathy-
shorts - ‘Coming out of isolation’; ‘19 Haiku 
for Covid 19’
oThe Book of Hopes: 
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-
zone/9-12/book-hopes/
o Pictures: 
https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/th
e-collections/the-pshe-collection/



HIGH QUALITY ORACY
IN THE COVID SECURE CLASSROOM

ROAD 
TRIP



THE SNAKE



THE MEXICAN 
WAVE



ORACY SUPPORT

• Follow Voice 21 on Twitter 

• Sign up for Voice 21 ‘Talk on Tuesday’ weekly emails:  https://voice21.org/joinus/

• ‘Back to School’ oracy pack: https://www.schoolimprovementsupport.org/oracy-
hub/back-to-school-lesson-pack-autumn-2020

• Thinking Together: https://thinkingtogether.educ.cam.ac.uk/resources/ - support 
with developing discussion guidelines

• The Samaritans: Developing Emotional Awareness and Listening: 
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/schools/deal/



READING AS PART OF A 
RECOVERY CURRICULUM

• Research shows strong links between mental wellbeing and engagement in literacy: the 
greater children’s level of engagement in literacy, the higher they score on the mental wellbeing index 

• Pupils’ reading skills are a very good indicator of wellbeing: children with above average reading 
skills are more than three times as likely to have high levels of wellbeing than those with below 
expected reading skills

• Attitudes to reading link to wellbeing: pupils with a positive attitude to reading achieve higher 
mental wellbeing scores than those with less positive attitudes

• Pupils’ attitudes to their reading skills link to wellbeing: if children believe they are an above 
average reader, they are likely to have high levels of wellbeing.

National Literacy Trust – ‘Mental welbeing, reading and writing’, 2018 https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-
services/research-reports/mental-wellbeing-reading-and-writing/



THEREFORE….

• Engagement in literacy can be used as an indicator of wellbeing

• How can we support lower achieving pupils to be more 
engaged in literacy?

• Reading age data can be used as an indicator of wellbeing

• Pupil voice about reading could be used as an indicator of 
wellbeing



EEF BLOG: ‘HANDBOOKS FOR HUMANS –
USING STORIES TO DEEPEN SOCIAL AND 

EMOTIONAL LEARNING’

‘Great books are one of the most accessible and powerful tools in the classroom for teaching 
empathy and emotional literacy. ‘

• A class novel embeds emotional literacy into your everyday teaching

• Choose a class book where a character faces challenges – model your emotional responses to 
the story

• Inclusion and empathy: stock your library and bookshelves to reflect a wide range of realities

• Use sentence stems to help children answer questions about reading using emotional vocabulary

I wonder if that character felt ______ because _______.

• Use picture books with children of all ages

• Empathy Lab:  https://www.empathylab.uk/



LEARNING BEHAVIOURS – EEF BLOGS

‘Transition, both within schools and between schools, can be a moment in 
school life when effective learning behaviours can be at risk. …

Developing positive learning behaviours is crucial for getting transition right 
– and never more so given the disruption caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic.’



EEF BLOG – LEARNING BEHAVIOURS: 
WHAT ARE THEY AND HOW CAN WE 

DEVELOP THEM?

Emotional

• Names emotions and expresses them with accurate vocabulary

• Manages impulses of personal behaviour

• Shows pride in successes

Social

• Focuses on learning in class; attentive to directions

• Shows empathy and appreciates diversity

Cognitive

Organises time and space for own learning

Sets goals and monitors own progress

Talks purposefully with peers, valuing other opinions



EEF BLOG - LEARNING BEHAVIOURS:
5 A DAY

• 1.  Re-establishing learning routines

• 2. Building strong relationships

- Know your pupils: Regular 2 minute conversation with key pupils? What transition information can you 
draw upon? Can you visit school clubs?

• 3. Reading for social and emotional learning

- What reading materials will support such opportunities? How does your PSHE curriculum support such 
interactions? Where are those ‘teachable moments’?

- 4. Question, question, question

- Verbal - as part of rich, dialogic talk

- How will you ensure every pupil engages in questioning exchanges? What metacognitive questions can you 
model and scaffold?

- 5. Contact home – focusing on pupil self-regulation and reading



DISCUSSION

• To what extent have your plans for transition between year groups worked well, including for 
vulnerable pupils? What practice from 2020 should be continued in future years?

• To what extent has your approach to ‘re-orienting’ children back to school been successful, 
and what additional needs are now emerging?

• To what extent have you understood and addressed the emotional and wellbeing needs of 
your pupils, and what more do you need to do?

• In what ways are you re-establishing children’s positive learning behaviours?

Successes? 

Challenges?



SUCCESSES

Feedback from leaders at St Crispin’s:

‘Please could we share (and thank KS2 colleagues for their huge part in) the 
success of the collection of writing samples.  Nearly 85% of our Y7 students have 
a writing sample this year – now copied and in their books in English, Science, 
Geography and History, to be a reference point for students and teachers.’

‘Ironically, this year I feel I know the students better than I ever have, despite not 
meeting them in person, so this is going to drive our future plans. ‘



MEETING FOLLOW UP

Ppt slides and notes from this meeting - available on the 
hub in the next few days:

https://wsh.wokingham.gov.uk/shared-
documents/shared-documents-store/

And will be shared in Education News next week.



MEETING FOLLOW UP

• Development of a Year 6 – 7 transition unit based on 
the conceptual understandings document – project to be 
led by Laura Chislett at Waingels

If you would like to be part of this project, please contact 
Laura: ChiLCH@waingels.wokingham.sch.uk

Or Emily Waddilove: 
Emily.waddilove@wokingham.gov.uk



USEFUL LINKS

• ‘Mental health and wellbeing in primary schools’ – Schools Wellbeing 
Partnership: https://www.ncb.org.uk/resources-publications/mental-
health-and-wellbeing-primary-schools-preparing-recovery - including 
guidance / resources for measuring wellbeing

• EEF Blogs

Stories: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-
handbooks-for-humans-simple-ways-to-use-stories/

Learning behaviours: 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-what-are-
effective-learning-behaviours-and-how-can-we-develop-them/

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/five-a-day-effective-
learning-behaviours-within-our-classrooms/

• Training module on teaching mental wellbeing – RSE 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/teaching-about-mental-wellbeing

• Mind Ed Learning Paths – e learning for school staff: 
https://www.minded.org.uk/Component/Details/660879


