Initial EAL Assessment of New Arrivals in Primary Schools: 

Guidance
Introduction

The aim of these assessment materials is to provide an initial, provisional assessment for pupils who are newly arrived in the UK, in order to gauge the extent of support that they will need. 

The materials support the assessment of reading, writing, speaking, listening and maths. 
New arrivals are not a homogenous group and may have a variety of educational needs. Any assessment needs to take a number of factors into consideration. New arrivals may:

· have had full schooling in another country, interrupted or no previous schooling;

· be literate in one or more languages;

· be highly motivated;

· be gifted and talented;

· be used to a different educational system;

· have attended one or more schools (in England or abroad) before the present one;

· have learning difficulties;

· come from a range of cultural, religious, national and linguistic backgrounds;

· be living with adults who are experiencing emotional difficulties or withdrawal themselves;

· be experiencing cultural disorientation as well as feelings of loss, grief and isolation.

Resources and materials required for the assessment
· A copy of the assessment recording form 
· Copies of assessment materials 
· A copy of the DfE Proficiency in English scale
· Lined paper
· Pencils, rubber etc
· Dual language dictionary
· Objects for vocabulary activity
· Reading test materials, if available, e.g. Diagnostic Reading Analysis by Hodder 
      Education
· Dual language story book or text in L1 – ideally this should be at a level appropriate to the age of the pupil
· Materials to support counting e.g. multilink cubes
· Coins, plastic shapes, and possibly a clock face, for the mathematical language activities
· Pictures /atlas/ photographs of pupil’s home country, which should help with assessment of speaking skills 
Collecting background information

This is an important part of the assessment process. Parents should be asked to provide details (see ‘Questions to ask at the initial meeting with parents’) and the EAL staff member should use these to complete the Initial Pupil Profile. Useful information includes:
· Details of previous schools, subjects studied, favourites, extra-curricular interests e.g. music, sports

· Languages spoken, written, used at home

· Parents’ work, members of family, reasons for moving, date of arrival in the UK,  intended length of stay, support at home

· Future plans and expectations for their child
· Address, tel number, email, names of parents or contact person

Selecting assessment tasks

It is not intended that all the materials will be used in the assessment of any one child. Materials should be selected based on the age of the child, their previous educational experience and their English language skills. Use the initial discussion with the pupil to guide your choice of tasks. A child who has been educated in an English medium school will need to begin with reading comprehension and more complex writing tasks. A beginner in English, on the other hand, may need to have their basic speaking and listening skills, vocabulary and reading skills assessed. 

The reading and writing tasks appear in order of level of difficulty. It is a good idea to start with the more difficult task if you think the child may possibly be capable of it and then change to a simpler task if it proves to be too challenging. It is important to start with the assumption that the child is high achieving and they will be more likely to rise to that expectation. 

NB Reading materials for more advanced learners of EAL are not included in the materials, as these need to be age appropriate and can best be obtained through a variety other sources. 

For children in Key Stage 1, assessment of English should focus mainly on speaking and listening skills. However, KS1 children from some countries, e.g. South Asian countries, may have relatively advanced reading and writing skills. These can be assessed through both classroom activities and the easier assessment activities.

Conducting the assessment

New arrivals will need some initial settling in time, and the assessment environment should be friendly and informal. It would be helpful to work with the pupil in a quiet area without distractions. It is not necessary to complete the whole assessment in one session. 

Use the assessment recording form to make notes on how the child responds to the activities. It can be helpful to use a Dictaphone to record the child’s oral responses.
If the child is struggling to complete any of the speaking tasks in English, ask them if they can say the answer in their first language.

Assessment activities

Speaking & Listening 

It is important to assess listening skills as beginners in English may understand much more language than they are able to use.

· Check ability to respond to greetings, follow simple instructions, and respond to requests for personal information.

During the assessment, simple instructions can be given to observe whether the child can follow these, e.g., 'shut the door', 'sit in the chair', 'can you give me that book', or 'take the blue pencil'.

· Listening task: Identifying pictures from descriptions – see the instructions provided.
· Speaking task 1: The Fishing Trip
- Ask the child to sequence the four cards to make a story.

- Ask the child to tell you the story if he/she can. Point out the first card and, if the child is reluctant to speak, describe what is happening in the first card. 
- Do not give any further help at this stage.  It is useful to write down the child’s “story” as it is told.  You will find it gives a very useful indication of the child’s fluency and it also highlights problem areas. If the child is unable to make any attempt at telling the story, you could ask questions about the pictures.

· Speaking task 2: Speaking and listening picture cards – see the instructions provided.
· Speaking and Listening additional task: The Fox and the Crow – see the instructions provided.
Vocabulary 
Pictures of colours, everyday objects and actions are provided for the pupil to name. (It would be best to use real objects instead of the pictures, if possible) Point at a picture and ask the child if they can name it. Tick the word on the recording form if the child is able to do this. If the child is not able to name some of the pictures, you could ask them if they can point to the …… Indicate on the assessment recording form if they needed this prompting.

Alphabet 
This assesses the child’s knowledge of the English alphabet and letter names, and ability to write letters. See the instructions on the activity sheet.
Reading 
· Matching letters, words, phrases
This activity is a good ‘ice-breaker’ as it is easy to do. It demonstrates the child’s ability to distinguish between different letters of the alphabet and to copy text from the board, for example. It may also highlight orientation difficulties.
· Phonics

· Reading task 1 – basic sight vocabulary
Point to one of the pictures and say what the picture is of. Ask the child if they can point to the word that matches the picture.

Even if the child is a beginner in English, if they have literacy skills in their first language, this task could be attempted. It is possible for beginners who can read European languages to recognise English words.

· Reading task 2 or 3 – reading comprehension
(Or age appropriate pages from the Diagnostic Reading Analysis or other reading test materials)
Writing 
Start with Writing Task 2 for more proficient speakers of English. Use Writing Task 1 if the child is less proficient, or reluctant to write.

· Writing task 1: Present the questionnaire and ask the questions verbally if necessary. Ask the child if they can attempt written responses.

· Writing Task 2: ‘Hare and Tortoise have a race’ 
- Read the story to the pupil and then ask them to write it in their own words. Offer the child the choice of using the writing frame or writing on a sheet of lined paper. An older child may prefer the latter. Tell children who are more proficient in English that they can change the story and make it more interesting if wish to.
Offer the child a pencil and eraser to write with. They can then correct errors and they will feel less anxious as a consequence.

Reading and Writing in the first language 

Assessment of literacy in first language can be very helpful in determining a child's current level of achievement and literacy skills. 
Writing:

Ask the child to write about the events in "The Fishing Trip' or, if the child has sufficient understanding of English, they can be asked to write ‘Hare and Tortoise’ in the first language after the story has been read to them. This will show their handwriting, paragraphing and punctuation skills, and to what extent they are able to write at length. It is also useful to observe how quickly they complete the task and whether they seem to find it challenging.
Reading:

Ask the child to read a text written in their first language. This will provide an insight into their reading fluency. If a dual language story book is not available, the internet makes it possible to find sites/texts in the child's first language. 
NB If a child has been previously educated through the medium of English, their literacy skills may be better in English than in their first language. 

Maths

· Mathematical language: counting, naming random numbers, shapes, symbols, fractions, money, time, comparatives and superlatives

Use the Maths language materials to check whether the pupil is familiar with mathematical terms for the four operations (e.g., add, total, minus, take-away, subtract, times, multiply, divide, etc.), as well as names of shapes, terms related to telling the time, and comparative terms. Ask the child if they can identify British coins. Mathematics 1 can be used to assess the child’s ability to name fractions.

Check the child’s counting abilities.
· Mathematical skills – Maths 1 or Maths 2

Assessment of mathematical skills can be the most useful indicator of potential across the curriculum for new arrivals who are beginners in English. The tests are designed to assess not only the child’s basic skills in maths but also to indicate the higher level of mathematical skills they might have. 
The tests entitled Mathematics 1 and Mathematics 2 can be used to assess a range of number skills. Mathematics 2 consists of assessment tasks for NC levels 3 to 5 and includes extension questions at each level.  These may be used to assess new arrivals who have advanced mathematical skills.  
If the pupil is unable to attempt questions, check whether they have covered the topics/questions types in their previous school and note their response alongside the questions. Older new arrivals may be have advanced knowledge of algebra and number work but may not have studied shape or data handling, for example.
