Keeping Children Safe in Education September 2024 Key Updates
1. An updated definition of safeguarding is now broadly in line with definitions within the updated Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023 (WTSC23) published last December. The full definition can be found in paragraph 3 of the KCSIE document. 
1. The term ‘abuse and neglect’ has been expanded to include ‘exploitation’.
1. The phrase ‘deliberately missing education’ had been replaced by ‘unexplainable and or/persistent absences from education’.
1. The definition of abuse now also has 'including where they see, hear or experience its effects' in relation to domestic abuse.
1. The phrase ‘gender questioning’ has replaced the word ‘trans’, but this section remains under review until the completion of the gender questioning children consultation and publication of final guidance. 
1. Clarification that schools continue to be responsible for the safeguarding of pupils they place with an alternative provision provider.
1. New wording using the DfE's data protection guidance. 
1. Reference to the UK Centre for Professional Qualifications in paragraph 287 has been removed, as they no longer provide an advisory service on behalf of the UK Government. 
1. Additional information is included on when children may require early help, in accordance with the guidance in WTSC23.
1. An updated definition of radicalisation, although guidance on preventing radicalisation is still under review after the government published a new definition of extremism in March 2024.

Next steps: 

1. Reflect any definition or terminology changes in your school’s policies and procedures as appropriate. 
1. If you're the DSL, make sure you follow the guidance on keeping written records of all concerns, discussions and decisions, including the rationale for those decisions. 
1. If you place a pupil with an alternative provision provider, make sure you're satisfied that the placement meets the pupil’s needs.

