Questions to ask at the initial meeting with parents
This is a range of questions which cover a variety of backgrounds that the child may have. All of these may not be relevant for each child. 
CHILD DETAILS 
· How is the child’s name pronounced? Note it down phonetically to act as a reminder.
· What name would the child prefer to be called at school, if different?
· When did the child arrive in the UK? Note down month of arrival – this can be recorded in SIMS.
· Did the child arrive in UK with the parents? It may be the case that the child came to the UK at an earlier or later date than one or both of the parents.
· If the child came to the UK at a later date than their parents - Who did the child live with in the country of origin? 
FAMILY DETAILS
· What are the full names of the parents or carers? Female members of the family can often have a different surname to that of males.
· Do both parents work?  If that is the case - What are the hours they work and which of the parents is likely to be the one to assist with homework?  For example, some families alternate care by doing night shifts.

· What is their profession and place of work? 
· How will the child travel to school?  
· Do the family have contacts in the local area, such as relatives and friends? Does the child have friends and opportunities to mix with children who speak their language or English?
· Who lives in the family home – grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins etc.?
· Is there anybody in the family who can support the child with homework?
· How long does the family plan to stay in the UK? 

FAMILY LANGUAGE BACKGROUND

· Which are the main languages used at home?

· Note languages spoken at home with different members of the family.
Mother:                                                                       Father:

Grandparents:                                                            Siblings:
· Which language does the child watch television in?

· Which is the most useful written language for the family? 
· Who in the family can read and write English?  

· If no one can, do they have access to another family member or friend who could be used to translate information from school?
· Are the parents able to bring someone to help interpret at parents evening?
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND  
· Where did the child live before coming to the UK? Is this a city/ town or a small place?  This is to find out whether the child grew up in a rural or urban setting. Urban schools are more likely to have a high standard of education.
· When did the child start schooling?

· Which school year did they complete in their own country?  Did the child have any breaks in education or experience any changes of school?
· Which language were they taught in?  Were other languages taught? Which languages can the child read and write?
· Did the child study English? If so for how many years? How well does the child speak/understand English?

· Subjects studied and favourite subjects:

· Did the child use a computer at school? Did they perform experiments in Science?
· Hobbies and interests:
RELIGIOUS/COMMUNITY LINKS

· Is the child attending or likely to attend home language classes or a supplementary school?
· Does the child attend a religious school, such as Mosque classes? Are the classes during the week or at weekends?
· Do you have any questions or concerns?
Parents could be provided with the booklet ‘Answers to FAQs about education in England’ which is available in English, Arabic, Bengali, Italian, Polish and Portuguese on the Wokingham Schools Hub here:

http://wsh.wokingham.gov.uk/learning-and-teaching/mea/eal/faqs-document-for-newly-arrived-parents/
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