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National RE Updates for Wokingham SACRE from RE Today - Spring 2026 

Curriculum and Assessment Review	

The Curriculum and Assessment Review published their long-awaited report into changes to the curriculum in November 2025.  Key comments from the report are:

‘Having evaluated the evidence, we are of the view that RE’s importance is not currently reflected in its standing in the curriculum.  The Review believes that RE should be moved to the national curriculum to improve access to high-quality provision and to prevent further diminishment’ - page 109

‘The DfE should consider the legislative framework for RE, including, for example, what any changes to its status in the curriculum would mean for functions such as Standing Advisory Councils on RE (SACREs).  A long-term plan for implementing potential changes to legislation should be drafted’ - page 111

‘Following any changes, attention may also need to be given to the subject content of the optional GCSE in Religious Studies’ - page 110

In response to the recommendations from the Curriculum and Assessment Review the DfE have stated:

‘We welcome the Review’s work on RE and the careful consideration that the Panel has given, both to how better support the teaching of the subject, and its potential inclusion in the national curriculum.  We will be shaped and guided by the sector on this important issue and, to take further steps on moving forward, there will need to be a clear shared position from the sector on the future of RE.  Sector consensus should include views from faith, non-faith and wider school stakeholders on an RE curriculum that could be deliverable within all schools as part of a well-sequenced and structured national curriculum.  If the sector reaches a consensus on whether this is achievable, we will consult on the content of a draft RE curriculum and on proposed changes to the legislative framework within which RE sits.  As part of this we would seek to ensure that sector consensus should underpin future updates to any new RE curriculum.’

The CaAR has proposed a phased, four stage approach 

	Stage 1
	Consensus Building: Independent task and finish group

	Stage 2
	Drafting and Testing: Very possibly based around the RE Council National Content Standard

	Stage 3
	Legislative and Structural Review; Define the future role of SACREs and ASCs

	Stage 4
	Implementation and Support: National Guidance, Exemplification and CPD


EBacc and Accountability
The Curriculum and Assessment Review reported that the EBacc has constrained pupil choice post-14 (page 124).  The DfE has committed to reviewing Progress 8 and Attainment 8 with a breadth area made up of four GCSEs which will have to include subjects from two of the following
· Humanities (including Religious Studies)
· Creative Subjects
· Languages
The DfE are also consulting on a fourth group which would include subjects such as computer science.

Alongside this, the DfE have noted that GCSE content will be reviewed in all subjects including religious studies for first teaching in either 2029 or 2030 and corresponding changes to AS and A Level from first teaching in either 2031 or 2032.
Message from Dr. Vanessa Ogden OBE about the Expert Advisory Group
On 17th December, Dr. Vanessa Ogden OBE published a letter with an update on developments from the Curriculum and Assessment Review in relation to the future of RE.  Phase One was to establish an Expert Advisory Group to discuss and make recommendations about RE and the National Curriculum.  
In the letter, Dr. Ogden made note that the Expert Advisory Group is now in place, with membership based on curriculum expertise and school leadership.  She is also establishing two key reference groups, a Religion and Belief Reference Group led by Sarah Lane Cawte, the Chair of the RE Council, and an RE Teacher Reference Group led by Katie Freeman, the Chair of the NATRE.
Hannah Rich, Beyond the Classroom: Informal Religion and Worldviews Education in the UK (Theos, 2025)
This report shows that people learn about religions, beliefs and worldviews not only in schools but throughout everyday life — in youth and community work, arts and culture, public services, sport, the media, higher education and interfaith activity. It maps where this informal religious education is happening across the UK and highlights strong local examples alongside significant gaps.

Provision varies widely: diverse areas tend to offer more natural encounters and stronger interfaith networks, while elsewhere there is often hesitation or uncertainty about discussing religion and belief. The report argues that improving confidence and religious literacy across all sectors would create more opportunities for informal learning and help build a more cohesive society.

The report is available at: https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/research/2025/11/13/beyond-the-classroom-informal-religion-and-worldviews-education-in-the-uk
UK Supreme Court Rules on RE and Worship in Northern Ireland Schools UK SC40
The UK Supreme Court unanimously held that the Religious Education and collective worship provided in a Northern Ireland grant-aided controlled primary school breached Article 2 of Protocol 1 (A2P1) read with Article 9 ECHR. Both the High Court and Court of Appeal in Northern Ireland had already found that the provision for Religious Education, based on the Department of Education’s core syllabus, was not delivered in an objective, critical, and pluralistic manner; this finding was not appealed.
The key issue was whether the Northern Ireland statutory right to withdraw could remedy that lack of objectivity and pluralism. The Supreme Court ruled that it could not. Exercising the right would have placed an undue burden on the parents and risked stigmatising the child, so it was not an adequate safeguard. The Court also confirmed that non-pluralistic religious teaching and indoctrination are legally inseparable: teaching that is not objective, critical, and pluralistic amounts to pursuing the aim of indoctrination.
On the Department’s cross-appeal, the Court reaffirmed that both parents and children hold rights under A2P1 and Article 9, and their claims must be considered separately. The Supreme Court therefore allowed the appeal, dismissed the cross-appeal, and reinstated the High Court’s declaration of a breach. In the matter of an application by JR87 and another for Judicial Review (Appellant) - UK Supreme Court
NATRE Secondary Survey published
Key Findings at a Glance:
· Staffing: 22 % of schools increased RE specialist staff, 20 % decreased, 58 % unchanged – identical to 2023. 
· Teaching by teachers who mainly teach another subject: Present in 82 % of schools (up 3 percentage points since 2023). 
· Curriculum time: One-third of schools provide no RE for non-examined KS4 pupils. 
· Compliance: KS3 = 91 % yes / 9 % no; KS4 = 61 % yes / 39 % no – unchanged since 2023. • GCSE RS: Content overload remains the top concern; 44 % request content reduction. 
· A level: entries relatively stable but cohort sizes shrinking in many centres. 
· Workload & retention: 39 % report barriers to staying in post – mainly workload and subject devaluation. 
· CPD: Almost half (47 %) had no in-school RE CPD; 41 % none externally. 
· Resources: 64 % satisfied overall; gaps persist for Dharmic faiths, SEND, and worldviews materials.
· Full report here: National Association of Teachers of RE SEcondary survey 2025
NASACRE and Local Government Reorganisation
NASACRE is raising awareness with the Local Government Association and the Department or Education about the impact that the reorganisation of local government will have on SACREs.  They have produced guidance for SACREs about the impact of this which can be downloaded from Advice-for-SACREs-about-Local-Government-Reorganisation.pdf

The NASACRE Conference and AGM
The annual conference an AGM for NASACRE is to be held at the Hilton Liverpool City Centre Hotel on 18th May 2026.  The speakers at this event will include Dr. Vanessa Ogden, the CeO of Mulberry Schools Trust and Carrie Alderton, CeO of the Faith and Belief Forum.  Bookings are open now for subscribed and non-subscribed SACREs.
The theme of the conference is Bringing Communities Together.
Westhill Awards
There is still another year for your SACRE to consider whether to bid for funding from the Westhill Endowment Fund; the deadline for the next round of applications is 28 February 2027. 
The new 2-year cycle allows for SACREs to take more time over projects, creating the opportunity to develop ideas more fully and to bid for a larger grant. NASACRE hopes that this will allow for projects to have greater impact and leave a greater legacy. More information about the bid process and the criteria for the 2027 round will follow soon.
Ramadan Guidance
Ramadan will start approximately Tuesday 17th February 2026 from roughly 5.29 am to 5.24 pm.  The precise date, is as ever, dependent on the sighting of the moon.  The holy month of Ramadan will end with Eid-ul-Fitr which is due to be either 19th or 20th March.  Local masjid will produce timetables to help schools appreciate the impact of the change on the lives of the pupils.
Jewish Culture Month
The Board of Deputies has launched Jewish Culture Month from 16th May – 14th June 2026 (the Jewish month of Sivan).  This is to accentuate the positive experiences of the British Jewish Community and the contribution to wider society.  Support will be provided to Jewish centres, including synagogues, schools and charities in support of the Jewish Culture Month.
Courses from RE Today
Primary Phase Courses
Understanding Christianity Cohort 2

5th February 2026 	1 – 4 pm
2nd June 2026		1 – 4pm
14th October 2026	1 – 4 pm

Julia Diamond-Conway – National RE Adviser

This tried and tested three session course allows attendees to explore the Understanding Christianity resource. The substantial Understanding Christianity resource directly supports many locally agreed syllabuses and is freely available for use in schools which send a member of staff on the course. The resource supports good quality teaching about Christianity and can be used within the requirements of your syllabus guidelines.
Engaging with Authentic Voices in the RE Classroom
 
12th February 2026 	1.00 pm – 3.30 pm

Debbie Yeomans – National RE Adviser

Children will be engaging with authentic voices from organised faith traditions and therefore have the opportunity to understand lived faiths as well as appreciate the complexity, diversity, and depth of belief and practice in the world today.

What Happens In

24th February 2026 	1.00 pm – 3.30 pm

Julia Diamond-Conway – National RE Adviser

What Happens In? is one of the bestselling resources provided by RE Today. It uses cut aways of places of worship from Buddhism, Christianity, Hindu Dharma, Islam, Judaism and Sikhi to deepen and extend pupil learning about the core concepts in these religions. This course will help you develop teaching and learning and assessment activities to make best use of this in the classroom.  There are two options with this course, one where you can purchase a copy of What Happens In? or without purchasing the resource if you already have it.

Subject Leaders Masterclass

4th March 2026 	9.30 pm – 3.30pm

Julia Diamond-Conway – National RE Adviser

This one-day course will provide you with the knowledge and confidence to be an effective and inspirational RE subject leader in the primary school. Explore the role of the subject leader, using practical activities to develop your understanding of RE and your leadership of the subject. Leave feeling motivated, inspired and empowered to lead RE in your school.

The Ways of Knowing Toolkit: Confident Classroom Practice

25th March 2026 	4.00 pm – 5.30 pm

Julia Diamond-Conway – National RE Adviser

Join us to develop your understanding of and practice in ‘ways of knowing’. Together we will demystify what ‘ways of knowing’ are and why they are important for high quality teaching in RE/RME/RVE. We will explore RE Today’s The Ways of Knowing Toolkit alongside other thinking to discover practical ways in which you can introduce, talk about and plan for ‘ways of knowing’ to transform pupils’ learning.

Big Questions, Big Answers: Using Disciplines in RE 

14th April 2026 	4.00 pm – 5.30 pm

Stephen Pett – National RE Adviser

This course introduces teachers to disciplinary approaches in Religious Education, drawing on the Big Questions, Big Answers book series. It explores practical classroom applications of disciplines such as theology, sociology and philosophy, deepens teachers’ understanding of how these disciplines work, and develops their skills in using disciplinary methods with pupils. The course also introduces published Big Questions, Big Answers resources from RE Today, available to NATRE members.

Exploring Sikh Worldviews through Authentic Voices
12th May 2026 	1.00 pm – 3.30 pm
Debbie Yeomans – National RE Adviser

This engaging RE CPD session supports primary teachers to build confidence and clarity in teaching about Sikhi. It includes a clear subject-knowledge overview, ready-to-use lesson ideas, insights from a Sikh guest speaker sharing lived experience, and four sample lesson sequences. Participants receive a free curriculum book with practical resources, and the session ends with a Q&A to deepen understanding and support confident classroom practice.

Impactful Teaching of Judaism
16th June 2026	1.00 pm – 3.30 pm
Ian Nicholson – National RE Adviser
This course will enable any teacher of RE the opportunity to deepen their knowledge and understanding of Judaism.  This will focus on the substantive content within Judaism to exploring how disciplinary knowledge can be harnessed to provide theological, social science and philosophical teaching and learning activities.
This will focus on the substantive content within Judaism to exploring how disciplinary knowledge can be harnessed to provide theological, social science and philosophical teaching and learning activities.  This course complements the RE Today publication Exploring Jewish Worldviews, a copy of which can be purchased at the time of booking for a reduced rate should you need it.  If you are a primary NATRE member you may already have access to this publication and can book the course without the accompanying book.  If you have ECTs in your school this will support them in delivering this important Abrahamic faith.

Secondary Phase Courses
What Happens In? 
9th March 2026	1.00 pm – 3.30 pm
Ian Nicholson – National RE Adviser
What Happens In? is one of the bestselling resources provided by RE Today. It uses cut aways of places of worship from Buddhism, Christianity, Hindu Dharma, Islam, Judaism and Sikhi to deepen and extend pupil learning about the core concepts in these religions. This course will help you develop teaching and learning and assessment activities to make best use of this in the classroom.  There are two options with this course, one where you can purchase a copy of What Happens In? or without purchasing the resource if you already have it.

Ways of Knowing
25th March 2026
Angela Hill – National RE Adviser
This practical and conceptually rich session explores the key idea of ways of knowing and why it matters for excellent RE in secondary settings. Drawing on RE Today’s resources and current thinking, we will unpack the different ways pupils encounter, interpret, and make sense of religious and non-religious worldviews. Teachers will be equipped with practical examples, planning models, and discussion strategies that support pupils in recognising and working with diverse ways of knowing. The session will include opportunities for reflection, modelling of classroom activities, and collaborative exploration of how these ideas can transform curriculum design and classroom practice.

Using Disciplines in RE: Tools, Methods and Resources – BQIC

15th April 2026 	4.00 pm – 5.30 pm

Stephen Pett – National RE Adviser

This course explores the use of disciplinary approaches in Religious Education, based on the Challenging Knowledge in RE book series. It supports teachers in applying disciplines such as theology, philosophy, sociology, anthropology and psychology in the classroom, deepens understanding of disciplinary methods and their underlying epistemological assumptions, and develops practical skills for using these approaches with pupils. The course also introduces the Challenging Knowledge in RE resources from RE Today and is available to NATRE members.

Impactful Teaching of the Hindu Dharma

30th June 2026 	1.00 pm – 3.30 pm

Ian Nicholson – National RE Adviser

This course will enable any teacher of RE the opportunity to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the Hindu Dharma.  This will focus on the substantive content within the Hindu Dharma to exploring how disciplinary knowledge can be harnessed to provide theological, social science and philosophical teaching and learning activities.
This course complements the RE Today publication Investigating Hindu Worldviews, a copy of which can be purchased at the time of booking for a reduced rate should you need it.  If you are a secondary NATRE member you may already have access to this publication and can book the course without the accompanying book.  If you have ECTs in your department this will also support them in developing their confidence in teaching this important Dharmic religion.

Understanding Christianity

7th July 2026 		9.30 pm – 3.30 pm

Stephen Pett – National RE Adviser

This course introduces the Understanding Christianity approach, deepening teachers’ understanding of core theology and the Bible’s big story while developing skills in theological and hermeneutical thinking. It demonstrates strategies for engaging pupils with texts and shows how the resource supports strong foundations for 11–14s in line with a religion and worldviews approach and the National Content Standard.

Cross Phase Courses
Leadership Update (RE Update)
11th March 2026	4.00 pm – 5.30 pm
20th May 2026 	4.00 pm – 5.30 pm
24th June 2026	4.00 pm – 5.30 pm
Ian Nicholson – National RE Adviser
Debbie Yeomans – National RE Adviser
This series of leadership briefings develops understanding of national changes affecting the management and teaching of RE across all school settings. With curriculum changes on the horizon and new inspection frameworks emerging, it provides up-to-date information and guidance on leadership responsibilities for RE, from SLT and middle leaders to governors and trust boards, alongside opportunities to ask questions and engage with current developments in the world of RE.  Ian (Secondary) and Debbie (Primary), both former SLT members, will be around to answer phase specific questions at the end of the session.

Coming Soon! - We will be offering subject specific training on the principal religions during this academic year – check the RE Today web site for further details.  These will focus on substantive knowledge and using the ways of knowing to develop engaging activities in all schools.  Courses for Sikhi and Judaism in the Primary Phase are available to book now as is the Secondary Phase Hindu Dharma course.
Also – the new pREpaREd for a Complex World course – this is a series of sessions designed for leaders at all levels in LAs, Schools and MATs, including trustees and governors, exploring the place and importance of RE in the school curriculum.  This will cover the benefits RE brings in terms of attainment, social cohesion and welfare as well as the legal position of RE within the basic curriculum.  Check out the RE Today web site for further details.  
 Whole staff training or bespoke support for your school

Looking for ways to refresh your teaching, upskill your team or overhaul your RE provision?

For over 40 years RE Today has been working with teachers and schools providing knowledge, practical support, and up-to-date thinking in the ever-changing education environments. No challenge in RE is too big or too small, simply get in touch and see how we can help.

We can help! Take your teaching to the next level with our expert-led professional development, resources and support, designed to equip you to inspire and engage every pupil in your RE lessons, helping them to achieve deeper understanding and impactful learning. 

Whatever your needs, INSET Day, or dedicated support by an RE Adviser complete the enquiry from below and we will be happy to help!  Complete enquiry form



	
	
	



