	New statutory guidance on allergy safety and consultation response

	On 6 July, we published new guidance on allergy safety alongside the consultation response: support for pupils with medical conditions at school.
From September schools must have regard to the new guidance and must ensure allergy safety policies are in place and published. Schools should prepare for more specific duties (from the new year), including having a named allergy lead, allergy awareness training for all staff and stocking spare adrenaline auto-injectors. 




	Keeping children safe in education 2026

	On 7 July, we published a ‘for information’ version of Keeping children safe in education (KCSIE) 2026. This guidance will come into force on 1 September 2026.  

KCSIE has been further updated to reflect changes to the law and provide greater clarity and strengthened guidance to ensure it continues to provide schools and colleges with a robust framework to safeguard children. A full summary of changes can be found in Annex C of the guidance.  

Schools and colleges are encouraged to review the guidance ahead of it coming into force.




	Technical updates to Working together to improve school attendance statutory guidance

	Following feedback from schools and local authorities, we have published several technical updates to the Working together to improve school attendance guidance. These updates do not introduce any new policy or expectations and instead provide greater clarity on key areas of the guidance to support your ongoing work.
The main changes, summarised on page 5, include clearer guidance on:
1. attendance codes (Q, D, Y6 and U)
1. illness absence and medical evidence
1. consistent register taking  
1. local authority strategic leadership and trusts’ responsibilities to assess variation in practice
1. removal from roll where a pupil has been added to the school’s admission register without consent
1. alignment with DfE’s remote education guidance.




	School uniform guidance updated

	On 6 July, we published updated statutory guidance on the cost of school uniforms to reflect the legislative limit on branded items coming into force on 1 September 2026 (replacing the draft guidance published in October 2025).
The guidance also includes new expectations for schools to ensure that no uniform item is unnecessarily high-cost. We have also updated the non-statutory guidance on developing school uniform policy.




	Update your defibrillator on The Circuit before the summer holiday

	If your defibrillator will not be available, or its available hours will change during the summer, update its availability status on The Circuit before the end of term. It takes minutes; this short video shows you how.
If your defibrillator will remain available, check it is rescue ready and record your check on The Circuit to let the ambulance services know it is ready to use. This short video shows how to record your check.
Checking your defibrillator is simple and requires no formal training. Follow the user manual to check the ready indicator, pads and battery. Expert support is only needed if a fault is displayed.
Our defibrillator guidance includes a fact check section, addressing common myths about using defibrillators. We encourage schools to read this.



	Statement issued on asbestos in sand-containing consumer products

	A joint statement has been issued regarding potential asbestos contamination in sand-containing consumer products. Any products found to contain asbestos are subject to a recall. Recalled products include craft kits, science kits and toys containing sand. No play pit sand is currently subject to a recall. Risks to health are expected to be low, but settings should review the recall list and the guidance regarding asbestos in consumer products.




	Hosting speakers on school premises

	Hosting speakers at your school or attending an external speaker event is a great way of engaging students with a variety of issues and different perspectives. Schools are responsible for ensuring speakers are suitable and that all safeguarding procedures are followed.

We have updated our guidance to support schools with proportionate due diligence when either hosting speakers in schools or taking pupils to hear a speaker at an external event.
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