KCSiE26 – further updates
NEW Temporary accommodation notification duty 
As a result of the Children's Wellbeing and Schools Act there is a new duty on local housing authorities to notify schools when a child is placed in temporary accommodation. However, notification depends on consent from the parent or carer, or from the young person themselves if 16–17 and living independently.
Visitor DBS checks 
It is now clearer that visitors should be asked for the DBS checks only where it is proportionate to contact with children, not a blanket requirement: "[depending on the activity they are there to carry out...] where a visitor will have no contact with children, it is unlikely that a DBS check will be required."
Self-employed contractors 
Although in the past, they were unable to apply for their own DBS check, since January 2026 they can use a registered umbrella body to obtain this. Schools can now either obtain the check themselves or verify one the contractor already holds.
"Nudes and semi-nudes" 
This phrase replaces the consultation version's "self-generated intimate images... including deepfakes" language throughout. A new paragraph explains that they made the change because this phrase is "the most widely understood by young people." This is now the term to use for consistency.
Regulated activity and Volunteers 
This section has now been finalised to reflect the removal of the supervision exemption for volunteers.
Gender questioning children 
Largely unchanged from the consultation version, but this section will need looking at carefully.
Single Central Record 
The consultation version included a template for this SCR, but it didn't survive the process, and it is no longer included. 
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