Information: change to the timetable for the release of the 2026 KS2 test results

On Thursday 2 July, the Department for Education (DfE) sent a letter to schools, confirming a change to the timetable for the release of the 2026 key stage 2 (KS2) test results.

Schools were due to receive their results on Tuesday 7 July, but this has been delayed until Thursday 16 July. We appreciate that schools have been waiting for these results and that this delay will be frustrating and inconvenient, especially as many schools will be making plans and preparations for the summer break.
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In Information: KS2 test results will be available from Thursday 16 July
 
At 7:30am on Thursday 16 July, we will publish the 2026 KS2 test results on the ‘Key stage 2 test results and outcomes’ page within the ‘Dashboard’ on the National Curriculum Assessments Portal (NCA Portal).
 
We recommend you nominate one NCA Portal user within your organisation to view and download the test results.
 
The results will include raw scores, scaled scores and test outcomes. They will be available to schools, local authorities and multi-academy trusts. Schools with a key stage 3 (KS3) intake will also be able to view and download KS2 test results for their incoming year 7 pupils. 
 
In addition, multi-academy trusts and local authorities can access the school control file.
 
Please note, NCA Portal users in local authorities who are general users, moderators and monitors will not have access to either the test results or school control file.

For full information and instructions for accessing 2026 test results, scaled score conversion tables, marked scripts and test papers, please refer to our updated guidance on how to access KS2 results.  formation: KS2 test results will be available from Thursday 16 July
Information: applying for a review of pupils’ KS2 test results

We previously announced that the deadline to apply for a review of pupils’ KS2 test results would move to Friday 24 July, following the delay to KS2 test results. Following feedback from schools we have extended this to Monday 7 September at 11.59pm. This is to allow review applications to take place after schools return from the holidays.

Next week, we will update our guidance on applying for a review of pupils' KS2 test results, including the revised deadlines and information on a new date for informing schools of the outcome of reviews.

Please ensure you read the guidance in full before requesting a review. You can then make your application on the ‘Key stage 2 test results and outcomes’ page within the ‘Dashboard’ on the NCA Portal.

If you request a marking review that requires a script collection from your school, please call the national curriculum assessments helpline to arrange this and ensure someone is present in the school for the collection. 




Information: KS2 results guidance for parents

DfE has provided a template for a letter which schools might want to send to their year 6 parents and carers about the delay to this year's KS2 test results.

Schools can also share our KS2 tests and results: information for parents. This explains what information parents will receive about their child’s assessments at the end of KS2, how the outcomes of the national curriculum tests and teacher assessments are reported, and how the results are used.

When sharing the results with parents, schools may find it helpful to use the KS2 comparative report template. This allows parents to compare their child’s performance at the end of KS2 with the attainment of other year 6 pupils in their school and across England.


Email from Secretary of State 2nd July:
	
	Dear colleagues,  
I am writing to let you know about a change to the timetable for the release of Key Stage 2 test results this year. 
Schools were due to receive their results on 7 July 2026. However, results will now be available on 16 July 2026. As a result, the deadline for schools to apply for reviews of marking or clerical errors will move back to 24 July 2026. 
I appreciate that schools have been waiting for these results and that this delay will be frustrating. I also recognise that for schools in Leicester and Leicestershire, this means that results will not be returned until after the end of the summer term. I therefore wanted to write to you directly to explain what has happened and provide reassurance about the results themselves. 
Pearson Education Limited, the contractor responsible for the end-to-end administration of the Key Stage 2 tests, has informed us that additional time is needed to ensure the online results portal is ready for schools to access results. The delay relates to the readiness of the system used to make results available to schools. 
Importantly, this delay is not due to any concerns about the quality of the tests or the accuracy of results. Test papers have been marked in line with usual processes and the standards maintenance process, which ensures results remain comparable with previous years, has been completed. The Standards and Testing Agency is confident in the quality and accuracy of the results that schools will receive. 

I recognise that schools will be frustrated by this delay. I am frustrated too. Schools, pupils and parents should be able to rely on results being delivered on time, and it is unacceptable that this standard has not been met. Pearson has rightly taken full responsibility for the delay and apologised to schools and families.   
My priority is now getting results to schools as quickly as possible, and my department is playing an active role in resolving the technical failings that Pearson has overseen.
Thank you for your patience, understanding and professionalism while this issue is resolved. I am attaching a template for a letter which you might want to send to your Y6 parents and carers about this issue.
Yours sincerely, 
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